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Foreword

Creation of an enaoiing legal and policy environment for 
growth and development of member centric and com

munity oriented cooperatives, is the most significant key re
sult area of the International Cooperative Alliance (ICA) in 
Asia-Pacific Region. Cooperative Ministers’Conferences and 
Regional Consultations of Permanent Secretaries in charge 
of Cooperatives in the Governments and representatives of 
cooperative movement have been very well recognised fora 
to facilitate interaction between Governments and Coopera
tives to evolve parameters for conducive cooperative legisla
tion and policies keeping in view various contextual issues 
that emerge from time to time.

The 6th Asia-Pacific Cooperative Ministers’ Conference 
attended by Cooperative Ministers, Government officials, Co
operative leaders and Chief Executives of 17 countries and 
8 International organisations focussed on issues that are 
important to establish relevant legislation and policy for co
operatives in the new millennium. At the end of the delibera
tions, the Conference adopted a Declaration, hitherto known 
as the Kathmandu Declaration, calling upon the Governments 
to formulate and implement public policy and other relevant 
sectoral policies that support development of member based 
cooperatives. The most notable outcomes of this Conference 
that distinguished it from previous Conferences are formula
tion of broad parameters of Cooperative policy, need for con
vening a separate Conference of Ministers of Finance par



ticularly on the impact of taxation laws on cooperatives, need 
for a policy dialogue with multi-national financial institutions
e.g. World Bank, ADB, to sensitise them with the concerns of 
cooperatives and visualisation of innovative tools namely 
‘Proximity to ICIS’ index and Grid Model to measure the 
progress and effectiveness of enabling legislative and policy 
environment for cooperatives.

We feel that implementation of the Recommendations 
of the Conference will go a long way, not only in achieving a 
desired level of synergies between public policies and legis
lations for growth and development of member-centric coop
eratives, but wilt also ensure their effective monitoring for the 
benefit of cooperatives and their members.

Shil Kwan Lee
Regional Director, ICA



6th Asia-Pacific 
Co-operative Ministers’ Conference

Kathmandu, Nepal, 3-6 April 2002

‘Establishing Relevant Legislation & Policy for 
Cooperatives in the New Millennium”

CONCLUSIONS
&

RECOMMENDATIONS

Rationale

The 6th Co-operative Ministers’ Conference is the latest in a 
series of high-level interaction between governments and the 
co-operative movements in Asia & the Pacific region, orga
nized by the International Co-operative Alliance Regional 
Office for Asia & the Pacific (ICA ROAP). Since its inception 
in 1990 in Sydney, the conference has taken incremental steps 
in addressing the common agenda of moving co-operative 
development forward in individual countries and in the re
gion. This bi-annual event, which is attended by government 
ministers in charge of co-operatives, serves three related 
purposes.

First, it examines co-operative development in individual coun
tries in the region from the standpoint of co-operative legis
lation and policies, and in the context of the social, economic



and political realities affecting such development. Second, it 
provides government and co-operative officials the opportu
nity to discuss and analyze issues from the vantage point of 
regional realities, recognizing that both the government and 
the co-operative sector play an important role in shaping and 
resolving those issues. Finally, through this objective analy
sis and interaction, it aims to create a legal and policy envi
ronment that is conducive to the development of co-opera- 
tives as autonomous and member-responsive organizations.

The 5th Cooperative Ministers’ Conference in Beijing in Oc
tober 1999 underlined not only the importance of such en
abling environment but also the need to sustain the same, 
noting the legislative reforms already taking place around 
the region. In addition, it underlined the need to establish 
new forms of cooperation between government and co-op
eratives, recognizing that this relationship dictates the qual
ity and phase of the desired changes. In the resolutions 
adopted, the Beijing conference spelled out concrete actions 
needed to further reforms in co-operative legislation and 
policies, along the following areas of concern - namely: au
tonomy and independence, legal existence, recognition, fair 
playing field, self-regulation, capitalization and official devel
opment assistance.

Follow-up Actions leading to the Conference

As a follow-up, ICA ROAP commissioned a 2nd Critical Study 
in 2001 to review legislative and policy changes in the region 
since Beijing and the extent to which the recommendations 
of the conference were implemented. The study took an in- 
depth look at Australia, India, Indonesia, Republic of Korea, 
Nepal, Sri Lanka, Thailand and Vietnam and analyzed the 
responses of other countries to the survey questionnaire.The 
findings were then presented to 61 representatives of gov
ernment and the co-operative sector at the Regional Con
sultation in Tehran, Iran on 2 to 4 July 2001.

Pursuant to the presentation of the 2nd Critical Study on 
Cooperative Legislation and Policy Reforms at the Teheran
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Regional Consultation and the proposals emerging there 
from, ICAROAP constituted an Experts Committee to ana
lyze and assess the findings and provide advice so as to 
finalize the agenda for the Kathmandu Conference. Based 
on the inputs and advice of the Experts Committee, ICAROAP 
presented the following set of issues for deliberations and 
resolution in the 6th Cooperative Ministers Conference:

The thrust and direction for the Conference should be 
self evident from the theme for the conference, namely, 
“Establishing Relevant Legislation & Policy for Coopera
tives in the New Millennium”.
It is important to identify the impediments encountered 
by different countries in successfully implementing the 
8 practical and doable resolutions contained in the Beijing 
Joint Declaration (BJD).
It would be equally important to define the measures 
that will help overcome the impediments in successfully 
implementing the BJD.
It would be relevant to deliberate whether reforms in 
cooperative legislation sans a cooperative policy or, for 
that matter a well articulated position on cooperation 
and cooperatives iî  public policy is a major impediment 
in creating an enabling and sustaining environment for 
cooperative development.

v' It would be equally relevant to discuss the nature and 
content of cooperative policy and public policy on coop
eration and cooperatives as it exists currently.
It shall be necessary to distinguish the efforts to be made 
by countries in the context of reforms in cooperative leg
islation versus articulating a clear coherent and progres
sive policy on cooperatives and cooperation.
It would be desirable to evolve a common and agreed 
framework that could serve as an instrument to guide 
governments of Asia and the Pacific to adopt relevant 
and enabling public and sectoral policies for the devel
opment of member based cooperatives — even as they



continue with the processes of reforms in cooperative 
legislation.

The initial phase of the 6th Cooperative Ministers’ Confer
ence comprised presentation of country papers as well as 
papers from international organizations. Thereafter, the Con
ference broadly reviewed the results of the study and the 
recommendations of the regional consultation. Finally, the 
set of issues emerging from the advice of the Experts Com
mittee on the subject were taken up for discussion and reso
lution by the Conference.

Conference processes 

Continuing Reforms

i. In general, legislative reforms in the region are continu
ing in the direction of the changes envisioned by the co
operative ministers’ conferences. However, as the 2nd 
Critical Study established, the full realization of the rec
ommendations is still largely circumscribed by larger 
political realities -  among them: (1) the relative isolation 
of co-operatives from the broader.public policy agenda 
of government, and (2) the lingering inability of the bu
reaucracy to disengage completely from its historical 
involvement with co-operatives.

ii. There is a marked shift In the attitude of governments 
towards co-operatives. From being interventionist, gov
ernments are becoming supportive. From being seen 
as instruments of social policies and programs, co-op- 
eratives are now increasingly seen by government as 
“partners” in development.

iii. The new co-operative laws that have been passed in 
the last decade or are in the process of change (Nepal, 
India, Indonesia) also indicate a growing inclination to 
adopt progressive and liberal co-operative legislation in 
the region. The Nepal Co-operative Act of 1992 is no
table in this respect, in that it makes co-operatives truly 
autonomous and independent. The parallel legislation

10



in India provides a clear avenue for State-controlled co
operatives to register and operate as autonomous and 
independent organizations. This liberal trend is expected 
to hold as Asian economies continue to open up and 
governments pursue market-oriented policies and re
forms.

iv. Complementing this trend is the new awareness of the 
unique role that community-oriented institutions like co
operatives play in a global economic and social order. 
Side by side with the belief in the strength of the free 
market is the growing recognition of its weakness in 
addressing social goals. Here, co-operatives help pro
vide the needed balance in achieving sustainable de
velopment. At the same time, they help preserve the 
sense of identity in a global order that prefers to ignore 
social and cultural boundaries.

v. Perhaps as important as the changes in the content of 
co-operative laws, or specific amendments to them, is 
the process by which that change is accomplished. As 
the main stakeholder, co-operatives have to be actively 
involved in the legislative process. Their genuine partici
pation can help ensure that the trend towards progres
sive co-operative legislation is maintained and reaches 
its objective.

1. Context (1)
Changes in or reforms through co-operative legislation have 
not been accompanied by supporting policies in most Asian 
countries. While legislation is necessary, it is not sufficient to 
achieve an enabling environment for co-operatives. Policies 
represent government’s effort to translate the intent of the 
law into practical application or into guidelines for action. By 
taking this proactive step, government signals not only the 
importance it gives to the law but also the direction it wants 
to take in its implementation. The absence of a cooperative 
policy creates ambiguity that has led to confusion, if not con
flict, in the implementation of the law. Governments perhaps
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have not seen the importance of stated policy because, as 
the 2nd Critical Study established, they see no distinction 
between co-operative legislation and co-operative policy.

2. Context (2)

Yet another ramification of this limitation is the absence of 
co-operatives in the broader policy framework and decision
making of government. For instance, laws and policies on 
taxation, labor, competition and industry may be enunciated 
without consideration of their direct or indirect impact on co
operatives. This “isolation” of co-operatives from broader 
public policy agenda takes another form in the absence of 
coordination between the co-operative ministry or depart
ment and other branches of government such as finance, 
labor, agriculture, trade, industry and social welfare.

3. Context (3)
Then there is an even larger (international) public whose 
opinion, policies and programs affect co-operatives in one 
way or another. Dialogue with UN-related agencies like the 
International Labour Organization (ILO) and Food and Agri
culture Organization (FAO) has been continuing, mainly be
cause of the active interest of these international bodies in 
co-operatives. ILO’s current initiative in updating Recommen
dation 127 is an example of this positive relationship. But 
there are other international institutions, like the IMF, the World 
Bank and the Asian Development Bank, which have no spe
cific interest in co-operatives but whose country activities 
sometimes impact on them. Engagement with these multi
lateral institutions by co-operatives has been minimal at best 
and negative at worst.

4. Context (4)

Finally, harmonization of co-operative laws in the Asia-Pa
cific region can result from regular exchange and interaction 
among governments and co-operative movements, like the 
one afforded by the co-operative ministers’ conference. But
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progress will be uneven as the economic and political reali
ties of individual countries come to bear. What is important is 
a common reference point to measure progress, like the ICIS 
(ICA Cooperative Identity Statement). To come up with an 
objective measurement, the 2nd Critical Study recommended 
the development of a ‘Proximity to ICIS’ index, to be evolved 
with the help of suitable academicians and experts.

The study also recommended the development of a Grid 
Model by which to plot the relative position of individual coun
tries in an ideal co-operative legislation scenario. The grid is 
interplay of variables that can determine whether a given 
piece of legislation or policy is enabling (market orientation 
versus State control) and protective of the identity of the co
operative (cooperative values versus principles of investor- 
oriented firms). By determining the relative position of the 
country in the grid, legislative and policy making could be
come purposeful and the identification of needed changes 
more definitive. It was also suggested that the grid model be 
used to measure the efficacy of individual co-operative soci
eties.

Conference Outcomes - The Way Forward

Given the foregoing considerations and reflections, the 6th 
Co-operative Ministers’ Conference adopted the following 
resolutions:

Resolution # 1 (With reference to Context 1)
Governments should develop and formulate a co-operative 
policy - consistent with existing laws and supportive of an 
enabling environment for co-operatives - that would inter alia 
contain the following elements:

A preamble that articulates the importance and need for a 
cooperative policy.

A statement on how Parliament, legislatures and governments 
must work to sustain an environment where cooperatives 
can have self-regulation, autonomy and independence.
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Describe methods by which government would enable ca
pacity building in cooperatives -  leading to their empower
ment.

Define the areas where government can provide assistance 
for member education, training and HRD.

Outline how good governance; such as transparency, right 
of information and accountability of the board towards mem
bers shall be recognized and encouraged in cooperatives.

Explain how different ministries that comprise the govern
ment would act in a coherent and coordinated manner to 
fulfill the objectives of cooperative development.

Outline other areas where government assistance could be 
made available without affecting the autonomy and indepen
dence of cooperatives.

Make clear government’s commitment to offering infrastruc
ture support to cooperatives.

Provide for collaboration(s) between government and coop
eratives in areas that are of concern to the community.

Resolution # 2 (With reference to context 2)
The participation of governments in the succeeding Co-op
erative Ministers’ Conferences should be enlarged to include 
other ministries, such as finance, agriculture, trade, industry 
and social welfare.

There are advantages in ICABOAP hosting a separate con
ference by inviting Finance Ministers or at least senior offi
cials from the Finance Ministry of different countries to dis
cuss the issue of cooperative taxation in depth and arrive at 
an agreed set of recommendations in so far as taxation of 
cooperatives are concerned. Similarly, it will be important 
for ICAROAP to commission studies that could examine how 
different laws impact the functioning of cooperatives.

Resolution # 3 (With reference to Context 3)

ICA ROAP should initiate information and policy dialogue with
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multilateral international institutions like IMF, World Bank and 
ADB.

Resolution # 4 (With reference to Context 4)

Governments could work to achieve better and superior re
forms in cooperative legislation using objective tools -  to be 
developed by the ICAROAP - to measure progress towards 
an enabling legislative and policy environment for co-opera
tives in different countries using new and emerging concepts 
such as the ‘Proximity to ICIS’ index and the Grid Model.

ICAROAP should develop the ‘Proximity to ICIS’ index and 
the Grid Model through processes that could involve repre
sentatives from governments, cooperative movement and 
international organizations, examine whether the grid model 
can incorporate the idea of mapping cooperatives in a ‘coop
erative corridor’ and factor the concept of social audit in co
operatives to assess overall performance of cooperatives.

In the second stage, ICAROAP’s development of the ‘Prox
imity to ICIS’ index and the Grid Model should be expanded 
over time through a larger consultative process so as to in
corporate differing interests and position on the subject both 
within countries and across the region, including inter alia, 
the application of the Grid Model to a model piece of coop
erative legislation and linking the Grid Model with the ‘Prox
imity to ICIS’ index to first measure the efficacy and ability of 
a cooperative to fulfill its objectives consistent with the ICIS.

Resolution # 5 (In the Context of the Instrument)

The Kathmandu declaration to which all participating gov
ernments of member countries have affixed their hand is 
symbolic of the importance and commitment of governments 
to the above resolutions and it is in this spirit that govern
ments of Asia and the Pacific would strive to establish rel
evant legislation and policy for cooperatives in the new mil
lennium.
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Kathmandu Declaration

Recognizing that co-operatives are important people 
centric organisations imbued witii social equity as also 
instruments for employment generation and wealtii creation 
-  particularly for the poor and marginalized in rapidly 
liberalizing and market driven economies;

Acknowledging the role played by cooperatives during 
the Asian financial crisis of 1997 when cooperatives amply 
demonstrated their resilience to thrive in times of crisis;

Noting that Governments of the Asia-Pacific Region have 
played a very important role to promote cooperatives but 
in the process there have often arisen major dependencies, 
thereby limiting cooperatives from achieving their full 
potential, especially in developing countries;

Emphasizing that the pace of globalization has created a 
deep sense of urgency to formulate both public policy and 
other relevant sectoral policies that support development 
of member based cooperatives;

We the participants of the 6th Cooperative Ministers’ 
Conference held in Kathmandu from April 3-7, 2002 
recognize the importance of strengthening processes 
that facilitate adoption and implementation of 
appropriate legislation and policy for cooperatives in 
the new Millennium.
Adopted on Wednesday, this third day of April 2002 at 
Kathmandu.
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BANGLADESH

As of now in Bangladesh there are 20 National Level, 1,043 
central level and 138,575 primary level cooperative societ
ies. The total number of membership is 7,521,946. Experi
ence shows that most the of self financed cooperatives are 
performing better than government sponsored cooperative. 
Therefore the focus of cooperative policies and legislation 
should be on promotion of self financed and self regulated 
cooperatives. Cooperative Legislation, being an important in
strument of cooperative development should also enable 
Government sponsored cooperatives to graduate effectively 
into member based and self financed institutions so that they 
can cope up the challenge of open economy effectively.

In view of that steps have been initiated to formulate appro
priate national policy on cooperatives and legislation frame
work to create enabling environment for the growth and de
velopment of cooperatives.

Basic Features of New Cooperative Societies Act 2001

Simple Written in Bangla 

More democratic

Requisite power has been given to the Registrar

Meeting to ensure democratic management

Hindrance to the entrance of non cooperators

Introduce provisions of punishment for corruption and 
money defalcation

Prevention of mushroom growth of cooperatives; 

Decreased Power of Government 

Decreased Power of Registrar;

Abolishes registrar’s exclusive power
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Decentralised Audit

Limit the inquiry power of Registrar

Involvement of district Judge to settle the disputes

Necessary provisions for quick wind-up of inactive co
operatives

New Cooperative Policy

Rural development and Cooperatives Division has prepared 
a draft cooperative policy which has been discussed in an 
inter ministerial meeting and a roundtable discussion with 
representatives from successful and important cooperative 
societies, cooperative experts, bureaucrats and intellectuals 
on draft policy has already made.

The new draft cooperative policy is divided into 6 chapters 
that may be summariesed as follows:

(i) Introduction

Analysis of the needs of the government support and ser
vices for small and marginal cooperative enterprises in the 
context of the present world economic scenario.

(ii) Aims and Objectives

The main objective is to encourage the people to organize 
cooperatives for generating employment and to develop the 
socio-economic conditions of the poor and unemployed, small 
producers, lower middle and middle class, professionals, 
labours etc.

(Hi) Principles

Considering cooperatives as an economic institution, impor
tance has given to Inclusion of the cooperative sector in the 
Fifth Five Years Plan and Annual Development Plan and pro
vide economic support and assistance for women empower
ment through cooperatives, cooperative extension for Hu
man resource development, expansion of publicity of coop
erative activities and Cooperative research information man
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agement and education.

(iv) Implementation Strategies

Two types of government support and assistance is visualised. 
Financial and other package assistance for necessary capi
tal formation, productions, processing, marketing and other 
facilities and assistance for human resource development 
through cooperatives.

(v) Duties and responsibilities of cooperative depart
ment

It is illustrated that cooperative Department will take neces
sary steps for implementing proposed principles under the 
direct supervision of Rural development and cooperative di
visions and in close coordination with concern ministeries 
and other Government agencies.

(vi) Conclusion

In conclusion, draft cooperative policy emphasises that Co- 
operators should be promising, active and creative instead 
of being dependent on Government subsidies and support.
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CHINA

Cooperatives were first organised in China at the beginning 
of the last century and so far have undergone a development 
of more than 80 years. Cooperatives did not have any 
substancial developments until 1949 when the new People’s 
Republic was founded. However the then highly centralised 
planning system could not push forward the development of 
advantages of genuine cooperatives. This situation has re
mained unchanged until the end of 1970s when China 
launched its reform and socialist market economy which pro
vided an effective impetus to the cooperatives. Of all the forms 
of cooperatives China Supply and Marketing Cooperatives 
are playing an active role in serving the agriculture rural ar
eas and their members. They have also made great contri
butions to the industralisation of the nation’s agriculture and 
therefore, have been greatly supported by the government 
and highly valued by the people.

SMCs were still boasting a 70% market share both in do
mestic rural input market and in the domestic cotton supply
ing market. In the recent years after opening and reform policy; 
the government successfully made special policies for the 
reform and development of supply and marketing coopera
tives. In order to clarify the legal status of supply and market
ing cooperatives effectively and to protect legal rights and 
interests of cooperative and farmers members, the Standing 
Committee of Chinese National People’s Congress has in
cluded “Law of Cooperative Economic Organisation” into its 
legislation plan. This indicates that all levels of Chinese gov
ernments attach great importance to cooperative legislation. 
In addition, in the process of constituting other relevant laws 
and regulations, Chinese government fully takes coopera
tive features into account, for instance, in the “Agricultural 
Law”, a law on economic development of agriculture and ru
ral area revised by the Standing Committee of Chinese Na
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tional People’s Congress, it defines the legal status and role 
of farmers’ cooperative economic organisation, proposes to 
improve development of supply and marketing cooperatives 
so as to promote the normative and healthy development of 
coopeative nature of rural economic organisation. This mea
sure provides new policy and legislative guarantee to the 
further development of cooperative economy. In the move
ment of the completion of market economy and legislation, 
our government will issue more policies and laws, which com
ply with cooperative system principle with Chinese charac
teristics and promote the development of cooperative course 
to push forward the healthy development of supply and mar
keting cooperatives and to contribute both to the people and 
society.

23



INDIA

In 1991, India embarked upon the economic reforms through 
liberalization and globalization of the national economy. The 
pressures of free and liberal market required cooperatives to 
be competitive and responsive to the emerging needs. The 
Government of India of the country, therefore, initiated the 
process of cooperative reforms in the country.

National Policy on Cooperatives

National Policy on Cooperatives has been put in place to 
facilitate all around development of the cooperatives in the 
country. Under this policy cooperatives would be provided 
necessary legislative and policy support and assistance to 
enable them to work as autonomous, self-reliant and demo
cratically managed institutions accountable to their members.

Cooperative Law

A model cooperative law based on the principle of autonomy 
and self sustenance of cooperatives has been prepared for 
adotion by the state governments. Already five states have 
enacted the new cooperative legislation for self-reliant coop
eratives based on the Model Cooperative Law. Some others 
are in the process. The Government of India has also formu
lated and introduced in the Parliament a more liberalized legis
lation namely Multi State Cooperative Societies Bill, 2000 to 
replace the existing Act of 1984. The new legislation is likely 
to be passed by the Parliament shortly.

The reforms in cooperative sector are in line with the joint 
declarations of ICA Conferences. The National Policy on 
Cooperatives upholds the values and principles of coopera
tion as defined in the International Cooperative Identity State
ment (ICIS). The new legislation aims at providing the au
tonomy and democratic management to cooperatives. The 
government role would be confined to creation of appropri
24



ate environment for the growth and development of autono
mous member based cooperatives.

Other Issues

In the national policies relating to various other segments of 
national economy such as Agricultural Policy, National Agro- 
Processing Policy and the Marketing and Storage Policy, the 
cooperatives have been assigned a prominent role for the 
development of rural areas and a level playing field has been 
provided to the cooperative vis-a-vis the other enterprises. 
On capitalisation of the cooperatives, apart from the finan
cial assistance wherever needed, the new legislation pro
poses to give full financial freedom to the cooperatives to 
enable them to raise resources from the external market, to 
form subsidiaries and holding companies and enter into the 
strategic alliances with other enterprises. The government 
has already givenm special dispensation to cooperatives in 
the matter of taxation. The National Policy on Cooperatives 
also recognizes the necessity to phase out government share 
holding/equity participation in the cooperatives.

The world bank is extending huge financial support to the 
self help groups and NGOs, but the cooperatives, which are 
in fact the best form of self-help groups have been excluded. 
The ICA through its good offices and affiliation with the UN 
agencies may impress upon them to recognise the coopera
tives and accord a special status equity and employment 
generation. ICA should also have a close liaison and interac
tion with the nationalgovernments during the intervening 
period between the biennial conferences as well.
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INDONESIA

Cooperative Development Policy And Legislation Refors

The cooperative development in Indonesia has been given a 
strong legal base in the Constitution 1945. The article 33 of 
the Constitution 1945 states that the Indonesia economy shall 
be organised as a joint endeavour based upon the principle 
of brotherhood. In order to materialise this constitutional 
visualisation a number of steps have been taken through 
periodical Decress and enactment of Law.

Currently the Indonesian Government is about to finalise draft 
new law on the amendment of Law Number 25 of 1992 on 
Cooperatives. Shortly it will be passed by government to the 
parliament.The new Cooperative Law has included ICA Coop 
Identity Statement on definition, values and principles of co
operative.

In response to the new challenges egerging from the impact 
of crisis and globalisation a new cooperative development 
paradigm along with the policy and legislation reforms is be
ing pursued. The new paradigm visualises;
a. Bottom up approach to cooperative development
b. Development of the demand driven and people’s based 

cooperatives
c. Important indicators for measuring success of coopera

tives should be the contribution of cooperatives to GDP 
and RGDP; employment generation; added value to 
membership, increased market share, effective inter 
cooperative relationships and impact on welfare of mem
bers and community.

d. The cooperative policy focuses on the following:

(i) Creation of enabling environment conducive to the 
growth and development of cooperatives
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(ii) Improving access of cooperatives to productive re
sources;

(iii) Human resource development of cooperatives

Implementation o f the Beijing Joint Declaration

a. On Autonomy and Independence

Indonesia reaffirms its commitment to maintain autonomy 
and independence of cooperative movement in accordance 
with the Jakarta Joint Declaration in 1992

b. On Legal Existence

Cooperative Law No 25 of 1992 and Government Regula
tion Number 4 of 1994 stipulate that only cooperatives that 
comply with the requirements and procedures shall be given 
legal status by government.

c. On Recognition

The recognition on the existence of cooperatives should not 
only be seen from its legal status given by government but 
more importantly be measured from the cooperative effect 
on grass-root economy especially welfare of the members.

d. On Fair Playing Field

Experience shows that cooperatives and SMEs appear to be 
more resilent compared to big businesses during the crisis. 
The issuance of Law Number 5 Year 1998 regarding the ban 
on unfair competition (anti monoply) provides wider opportu
nities for cooperatives to expand businesses in various eco
nomic sectors.

e. On Self Regulation

The Promulgation of Law No 25 Year 1992 on Cooperatives 
ensures self determination, initiatives and creativeness of 
cooperatives to generate their own regulations.

f. On Capitalisation

Most of cooperatives find difficulties to raise capital from the 
members savings. To address their need, cooperatives can
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raise capital through borrowings from their cooperatives, 
banks, financial institutions, issuance of bonds and through 
share capital from government.

g. On official Development Assistance

The Indonesian government extend a sincere gratitude to 
the World Bank for its financial support for preparing a com
prehensive proposal for amendment of Law Number 25 Year 
1992 on Cooperatives. Likewise, a sincere thank Is extended 
to CCA for technical assistance to support intiatives. In col
laboration with the Institute of Cooperative Development 
Study (LSP21) draft new law on cooperatives has been ac
complished.

h. On Networking
According to Indonesia’s cooperative law, the Indonesia 
Cooperatives Council known as DEKOPIN, the single Apex 
organisation of cooperative movement in Indonesia functions 
as networking mechanism for different types of cooperatives.
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IRAN

In 1979, after the triumph of Iran’s Islamic Revolution, to ac
knowledge the importance of cooperatives for the first time, 
cooperative sector was included as one of the three eco
nomic sectors of the I.R of Iran’s Constitutional Law where 
the Principle 44 reads:

“ The Islamic Republic of Iran’s Economic System contains 3 
sectors: Public, Cooperative and Private”.

In addition, on some duties of the cooperative sector. Para
graph 2, Principle 43 of the Constitution reads:

“Provision of job opportunities for all the umemployed until 
achieving full employment, also, provision of job facilities in 
cooperative terms through granting interest free loans or any 
other legal proceedings for those who are deprived while 
being able to work.”

In 1991, the Iranian Islamic Parliament approved the Coop
erative Law as a big step toward providing social justice 
through wealth adjustment, employment for all alleviation of 
poverty, reduction of inflation, prevention of hoarding, as well 
as minimizing the state responsibilities and promotion of 
grassroots participation. In line with the above. Ministry of 
Cooperatives was established to support and guide coop
eratives without affecting their autonomy.

Implementation of Resolutions of Fifth Asia-Pacific Co
operative Ministers’ Conference

Annual financial facilities with the lowest possible inter
est rates, for the cooperative sector in order to establish 
new cooperatives and increase their working capital as 
indicated in the Iranian Budget Law.

Exemptions of cooperatives from tax and registration 
fee for a minimum 8 year period.
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Priority of tlie cooperative sector to take over public firms 
in the process of privatization.

Authorizing organisations, institutions and councils to 
conduct joint ventures with cooperatives without affect
ing their autonomy.

Legal protection for cooperatives.

Based on Chapter 10 of the Cooperative Law, the Ira
nian Cooperative Chamber (ICC) was founded in 1992. 
ICC has been formed by member representatives of 
coops and unions, it functions to make necessary co
ordinations in production, domestic investment, as well 
as various general and technical training and educa
tional courses.

in relation to removing the gender discrimination in co
operatives, the Ministry of Cooperatives has taken ac
tions in the course of promotional and cultural activities. 
Currently, the women participation rate indicates 17% 
which is a considerable increase with respect to the last 
decade.

In line with cooperative human resource development. 
Ministry of Cooperatives has been active with holding 
educational courses for more than 1 million coopera
tors.
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ISRAEL

In Israel today 2546 Cooperatives operate in a wide range of 
areas. Many of them are agricultural cooperatives but there 
are also many in the business area.

They operate within the framework of the law of Cooperative 
Societies without any government interference: the only ad
vantage they enjoy is some tax benefits.

Every year approximately 100 new cooperatives are regis
tered. In 2001, 121 new cooperatives were registered, and 
from the beginning of 2002 till now were registered another 
41.

The Cooperatives function autonomously and each has its 
unique by laws that can be amended at any time.

Cooperative Societies in Israel manage their own economic 
and social affairs. They are totally responsible for their eco
nomic growth and welfare of their members and they have to 
account to their members.

The Law of Cooperatives Societies of 1933 together with its 
amendments encompass the rules regarding the creation and 
cessation of the cooperative society and the standards for 
running the cooperatives in a manner that fulfils its own rules 
and the requirements of the law.

The Cooperatives in Israel have no problem acting and com
peting in the economic structure of the Israeli economy and 
also worldwide. In addition, the cooperatives have recently 
started to divert part of their holdings into subsidiaries and to 
market them on the stock exchange so as gain capital for the 
activities of the cooperatives.

The sub-committee for law and regulation of the General 
Council for Cooperation has also completed the preparation 
of a new legislation based on cooperative principles. This
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legislation contains the legal tools, which coincide with the
holistic worldwide view of the cooperatives.

The law developed from three sources :

1. Relevant parts were taken from proposed cooperative 
union law, which was presented by the government in 
July 1965, and was again presented in October 1971.

2. The principles of the new company law that was recently 
publicized, after being accommodated to the special 
character and needs of the cooperative societies.

3. The many years of experience which have been 
amassed in the Department of Cooperative Societies 
and in legal office of the Ministry of Labour and Social 
Affairs. The ideas and experiences of the World Coop
erative Movement and ICA.
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JAPAN

A. Agricultural Cooperatives

(i) Experts from presentation of Mr Mitsuhiro Miyakoshi, 
Parliamentary, Secretary

Agricultural cooperatives in Japan are non-profit organiza
tions whose goal is to encourage mutual assistance among 
farmers. Their principal mission has been advising coopera
tive members on the joint shipment of produce, the joint pur
chase of production materials and farm financing. They have 
played a significant role in improving agricultural productivity 
and socio-economic status of farmers.

Given the drastic socio-economic changes occurring in Ja
pan, it is essential for the agricultural cooperatives as au
tonomous mutual assistance organizations for farmers to 
achieve sound management in order to support their farm
ing activities and livelihood.

The Japanese government has also revised the Agricultural 
Cooperative Act, and taken measures to support these agri
cultural cooperatives reforms so that they can achieve sound 
management. The measures are allowing farm corporations 
to become members equal to individual farmers, tightening 
regulations to prevent permanent trustees from holding mul
tiple positions and tightening up the audit by the Central Union 
of the Agricultural Cooperatives which is a leading organiza
tion of Agricultural Cooperatives.

Japan is now the largest supplier of ODA in the world. The 
food industry and the agriculture, forestry and fisheries sec
tors are the key industries for developing countries to pro
mote their self-economic development, as well as to produce 
and ensure food for their people. Japan, then, has been ac
tively implementing technical and financial cooperation in 
various areas. Considering the importance of this role, Ja
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pan extends funds to ICA training programme to better orga
nize agricultural and fisheries cooperatives and to train women 
leaders in the agricultural cooperatives.

In the context of WTO agricultural negotiations. It needs to 
be emphasized that agriculture has multifacial roles such as 
land preservation, water supply conservation, food security, 
ecological preservation, the maintenance and vitalization of 
rural communities other than supplies food and fiber.

Our opinion that we should take note of non-trade concerns, 
and should not prejudge the outcome of negotiations, was 
incorporated in the agricultural part of the ministerial decla
ration “the coexistence of various types of agriculture” should 
be the fundamental goal of agricultural negotiations. It is also 
important to ensure the multi-functionality of agriculture and 
food security.

(ii) Excerpts from the presentation of Mr. Kazumi IMAO, 
Executive Director, JA-ZENCHU

Amendments of Agricultural Cooperative Society Law which 
took effect January this year has given afresh a top priority 
to the farm advisory function among various activities which 
the multipurpose agricultural cooperatives are allowed to be 
engaged in so the JA can do a better job of helping member 
farmers run their farm business. The amended laws also calls 
for a stronger management system so that the banking busi
ness of multi-purpose cooperatives will be run under a more 
specialist supervision of full-time executive officials.

Amendments of the Cooperative Law, in the said directions 
have been introduced by the Japanese government based 
on wishes of the JA group and after open deliberations of the 
issue by a body which included people in the private busi
ness sectors. Such a legislative process to get all the stake
holders involved could be a some positive experience to look 
into and learn from for the cooperative movements in the 
Asia-Pacific region.

In the context of on going agricultural negotiations under WTO, 
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we would most strongly seek understanding of the countries 
of the region party to the agricultural negotiation and urge 
that trade rules be established in such a way as they would 
make it possible for agriculture anywhere to play its multi
faceted functions and a diverse forms of agriculture can cO- 
exit and as these rules would be fair and equitable to both 
agricultural importing and exporting countries and regions.

B. Consumer Cooperatives

(Experts from the presentation of Mr. Mikio Moriyama)

Basic Principles of the Consumers Coop Law and 
Relationship Between Consumer Cooperatives and 
Government

The Consumer Cooperative is a voluntary livelihood coop
erative organization of citizens” under Article 1 of the Con
sumers’ Cooperative Law and is managed under the follow
ing basic principles. They are (a) union of persons with other 
persons within a certain locality or profession (b) manage
ment exclusively to promote improvement of socio-economic 
conditions of cooperative members (c) members to hold equal 
voting and decision making rights (d) each member is obliged 
to invest more than one unit of capital (e) members to join or 
withdraw from cooperatives with their own free will; and (f) 
the cooperative to aim at maximum contribution to members 
and not to engage in profit making business operations.

As announced in the Joint Declaration of Beijing Ministerial 
Conference in 1999, legal assurance of “autonomy and inde
pendence of cooperatives” is quite important for their devel
opment. In the legal framework, it is also necessary to as
sure accountability and transparency through various “self 
regulations”. In this respect, a consumer cooperative is re
quired to establish its own bye laws and other management 
regulations on basic rules of cooperative management and 
other items that are fundamental to the organization. The 
law also requires the consumer cooperative to have an “au
ditor” inside the organisation as the body monitoring the
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management’s business administration. In view of the rules 
of autonomy established by cooperaties, control under the 
Consumer Cooperative Law is limited to inspection and or
der to take action by government administrators only when 
there is a rational reason for failure to comply with laws and 
regulations, keeping government intervention to a minimum. 
It places maximum respect to cooperative autonomy.

In the area of public support of consumer cooperatives, there 
are (1) long term, low interest loans to encourage develop
ment of stores and distribution centres etc., by cooperatives 
and (2) preferential taxation different from that applied to pri
vate business enterprises. National government mediation 
of cooperatives is limited to the least necessary minimum 
insofar that it does not obstruct the autonomy and indepen
dence of activity of the cooperatives, in view of the “autonomy” 
and “independence” of consumer cooperatives as stipulated 
in the objective of the law.

As stated in 1998 report by a committee on “What Coops 
Should Be” organized by the Ministry of Health and Welfare, 
cooperatives are expected to contribute to community devel
opment in their respective areas and in cooperation with other 
consumer groups, non-profit organisations (NPOs) and other 
civic groups with attention to the fundamental principles of 
investment, use and management by the cooperative mem
ber themselves.
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KOREA

Korean agricultural cooperatives have made a significant 
contribution to the development of agriculture and rural so
ciety in Korea. However, globalization and transition to the 
information era from an industrial society brought serious 
challenges to the korean agricultural cooperatives and forced 
them to meet the new needs of their members and custom
ers.

Korea has had one of the most rapidly growing economy in 
the world during the last three decades. However her short
ened development leaves many pitfalls in its economy. As 
you know, in the last part 1997 the Asian financial crisis struck 
Korea. During the international Monetary Fund (MF) bailout 
period, the Korean people struggled to rebound the economy 
from the first hard time it experienced since her industrial 
economic development began.

Now, the Korean economy has recovered well and its sound
ness is strengthening. The average annual GDP growth rate 
for the last three years was 7.7 percent. Korea has recorded 
a five consecutive year balance of payment surplus. There 
has been little change in the consumer price index for the 
past three years.

First of all in order to enhance the business capability and to 
meet the needs of members of agricultural cooperatives which 
changed after the Korean financial crisis, the three coopera
tive federations in Korea were merged in July of 2000. Now 
the newly established NACF includes the old NACF, the Live
stock Cooperative Federation and the Korea Ginseng Coop
erative Federation. This merger was accompanied with heavy 
restructuring and layoffs. More than 20 percent of the em
ployees of NACF and member cooperatives reduced in those 
years.

The merger has been in a position to reduce organisational
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inefficiencies and improve cost effectiveness in the coopera
tive sector. The direct beneficiaries are farmers. They are 
able to sell products through over 3,000 integrated agncul- 
tural outlets of the NACF, and can buy farm inputs at reason
able prices on quantity lots. Customers are also served well 
with over 5,000 financial branches -  the largest organisation 
in the country.

However, globalization and new information technologies 
challenge them to set up a new vision for the 21st century 
business environment. They are targeting to strengthen the 
organizational capability, to innovate their management strat
egy, and to build-up a sound cooperative culture. Through 
creative cooperative management they are trying to maxi
mize the synergic effect of three core fields of Korean Multi- 
Purpose agricultural cooperatives; Agricultural Marketing & 
Supply, Livestock, Banking and Insurance and Extension 
Service.
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KUWAIT

In 1962 the Constitution of the State of Kuwait and the law 
No 20 of 1962 regarding the cooperatives societies were pro
mulgated. The constitution attached importance to coopera
tion as it stipulated in its 23rd article that the State must en
courage cooperation and saving as well as supervises the 
organisation of credit.

The law no 20 of 1962 included in the basic principles of 
cooperation adopted by the International Cooperative Alli
ance as well as it included another texts aiming at protecting 
the cooperative movement and work to develop it.

The period 1962 till 1971 cooperative movement in Kuwait 
expanded. Therefore in 1966, the Ministry of Social Affairs 
and Labour updated the Cooperation Controlate to under
take the supervision of the existing cooperative societies.

Cooperation controll subsequently was made fulfledged de
partment of cooperation in 1971. Another important landmark 
in the growth of cooperative, particularly consumer coopera
tives was witnessed in 1978 when the government reserved 
distribution of consumer articles for such coops in the typi
cal new emerging housing colonies.

In 1977, agricultural cooperative emerged in Kuwait when 
the first agricultural cooperative society Al-Wafra Coopera
tive Society was established. Other areas of cooperative de
velopment in Kuwait are agriculture and handicrafts that 
emerged in 1982 and in 1991 respectively. In order to deal 
with emerging needs of cooperative growth in future, the 
cooperative law of 1962 was amended in 1979. Further in 
1985, the Minister of Social Affairs and Labour issued a reso
lution to form the High Consultative Committee for Coopera
tive Affairs for the purpose of proposing the general policy 
for Kuwait Cooperative Movement with both its consumer and 
productive sector and coordination between them.
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MALAYSIA

Cooperative Policy Development and Legislation

Malaysian government is very supportive towards the coop
erative movement as it recognizes its role in the economic 
development of the country. (Third Outline Perspective Plan 
and the Eighth Malaysia Plan. Malaysian government through 
the Ministry of Land and Cooperative Development, formu
lated the National Cooperative Policy after a preliminary re
search was undertaken by team of consultants from a local 
university in 1997. Several consultations, discussions and 
meetings were subsequently held with the cooperative move
ment and appropriate parties. Currently, the National Coop
erative Policy is awaiting approval from the cabinet.

The policy would become the blueprint and master plan for 
cooperative development.There are eight strategies that have 
been outlined in the NCP to ensure the efficiency and effec
tiveness of the movement’s development which are ;

a. To ensure that the cooperative principles and philoso
phy are understood and practiced in the cooperative 
movement.

b. To formulate clear rules and regulations to assist and 
encourage the development of the cooperative move
ment.

c. To recognize the cooperative movement as a prime 
motivator and contributor in the socio-economic devel
opment of the nation.

d. To strengthen and maintain good cooperative gover
nance, accountable administration, finance and effec
tive supervision.

e. To increase sources of capital to enable cooperatives to 
face challenges and competition.

40



f. To improve cooperation among cooperatives and be
tween cooperatives and other parties.

g. To improve the quality of products and services on a 
continual basis to ensure that members receive the best 
products and services and

h. Formation of a “National Cooperative Consultation Coun
cil”.

In order to strengthen the cooperative movement so as to 
withstand competition in the market, to promote self-reliance 
and good governance, the government continues to formu
late suitable fiscal and other policies, which include amend
ments to the Cooperative Act and Procedures. Amendments 
are necessary to encourage the growth and development of 
the movement in the changing socio-economic environment. 
The 7th Cooperative Principle i.e. “Concern for Community” 
which was adopted at the ICA General Assembly held in 
Manchester is to be included in the proposed amendments 
to the Act. This as well as other amendments are deemed 
necessary to overcome any lacuna in the Act.

To enhance self-regulation, every cooperative is encouraged 
to formulate procedures for every activity undertaken. This is 
an addition to the cooperative by-law which already exists in 
order to ensure accountability and transparency. The proce
dures are used to govern the implementation of activities 
which the members patronize. The cooperative act and pro
cedures on the other hand have adequate scope to promote 
self-regulation.

In Malaysia besides exemption given as mentioned earlier 
certain tax incentives have also been given based on the net 
profit of the cooperative. They are :

a. An amount eqivalent to 8% of shareholders fund is de
ducted from the taxable income:

b. Not more than 15% of the net profit (under the Coop
erative Act 1993) is to be divided as follows

(i) Statutory Reserve Fund -  12%
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(ii) Cooperative Education Trust Fund -  2%

(iii) Cooperative Development Trust Fund -  1 %

c. The net taxable income is then taxed to a maximum of 
28% as imposed on private companies.
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MYANMAR

The Myanmar Cooperative Movement was born 98 years ago 
in 1904. Since that time, the cooperative of Myanmar have 
played a vital role in promoting socio-economic development 
of the nation and improving the quality of the life of the people.

The introduction of market oriented economic policies in 1988 
in place of socialist planned economy resulted in the need 
for the cooperative movement to be transformed to be in line 
with the changing economic and social environment of our 
society. Consequently, a new cooperative law of Myanmar 
was enacted in 1992. Here, the new law is also consistent 
with the principles of ICA.The autonomy and independence 
of cooperatives are legally guaranteed under the law.

With the emergence of new cooperative law in 1992, the whole 
cooperative organization has been restructured with Central 
Cooperative Society at the apex. Under this body, these exist 
three levels, namely: Unions (Federations) at the tertiary level, 
Syndicates at the secondary level and primary societies at 
the grass root level. At the moment, there are (1806) societ
ies in the movement.

Myanmar cooperative have no gender discrimination on 
women participation, enabling them to enjoy rights as that of 
men in membership. The capitalization is another the most 
important issue. Although the law allows them an access to 
outside capital, most of our cooperatives have to cope with 
the issue of financial restraints as well as lack of experience 
in modern finance. In this context cooperativising of micro
credit is being emphasized in order to provide financial re
sources for the cooperatives at the grass roots level. At the 
same time, Myanmar cooperatives are encouraged to invest 
in other cooperatives locally, and foreign investors are also 
welcome to invest in Myanmar cooperatives. The coopera
tive residual assets are protected by making an appropriate

43



cooperative restructuring fund known as (CRF).

The Government of Myanmar is fully aware of the impor
tance of cooperatives in national development. The govern
ment recognizes the autonomous nature of cooperatives and 
thus, policy and legal framework in cooperative sector were 
based upon the cooperative principles.

Germane assistance from the Government are for the devel
opment of cooperatives and is not intended as an interfer
ence in the internal affairs of the society but as a collabora
tion to create and sustain an enabling policy and legal envi
ronment, conducive to cooperative development.
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NEPAL

It was notably important to mention that the cooperative de
velopment as a part of socio-economic development was 
initiated by His Majesty’s Government under the First Five 
Year Plan (1956/57-1960/61)
It was implemented in accordance with the targets stipulated 
in the Plan. It was also experienced that the state sponsored 
cooperative development was not much helpful to create a 
favourable environment for the voluntary participation of the 
people in the cooperative development. Accordingly the Co
operative Act, 1992 came into existence. It was also a depar
ture of the government control over cooperatives. It has re
vealed that cooperatives are autonomous and independent 
and hence function as astonomous and independent bodies 
under the purview of the Cooperative Act.
A large number of cooperatives with different type and levels 
have come into existence on the voluntary basis. They in
clude 6484 primary cooperatives, 105 secondary level coop
eratives, 3 tertiary level cooperative and one national level 
cooperative federation. To organize cooperatives is not the 
purpose for numerical growth but the purpose for qualitative 
and efficient services to the people. This has not been 
achieved so far. The following suggestions are therefore of
fered:

Cooperatives should be capable to run their business 
affairs as autonomous and independent bodies 
Government should give equal preferential treatment to 
cooperatives in their activities
Relation between cooperatives and government should 
be conducive
Relation should be well-coordinated and established 
between coops at all levels horizontally and vertically.
Training on different aspects of cooperation and mem
ber education should be carried out.
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PHILIPPINES

The Beijing Declaration helped guide our legislators and 
strengthened our lobby for the amendment of the CDA Char
ter Amendment bill ( and the Cooperative Code Amend
ments). Minor changes were introduced in the proposed bill 
in response to the legitimate corners that were being raised 
(e.g. safeguards against the CDA personnel dislocation) With 
this and the strong support of legislators who had attended 
the Beijing Conference, the CDA Charter amendment bill was 
passed on third and final reading by the House of Represen
tatives in May 2000.
The Cooperative Code Amendment bill was likewise approved 
on third reading by the House in early 2001.
However, the proposed approved coop bills together with the 
other priority bills were overtaken by a political event. In the 
last months of 2000 up to January 2001, it was busy with the 
impeachment of then President Joseph Estrada, followed 
soon after by the May 2001 elections.
These two bills, as approved by on third reading, have been 
re-filed in the 12th Congress last year. Committee hearings 
and technical working group meetings have been held by the 
House of Representatives in December, 2001 and last Janu
ary, 2002. The Committee reports on these bills are now be
ing prepared.

Executive Action to Re-orient CDA
While the amendatory bills remain pending, the office of the 
President of the Philippines initiated a performance and in
stitutional audit of the Cooperative Development Auhtority 
(CDA) last year. As a result of this audit, a re-orientation of 
the CDA is now likewise proposed at the executive level, and 
an Executive Order (EO) to this affect is now being prepared. 
This re-orientation hews closely to the one being proposed 
in the bill pending in Congress.
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New Challenge: Special Law on Savings and Credit Co
operatives

It is generally acknowledged that savings and credit coop
eratives are the strongest in the cooperative sector in the 
Philippines.

Yet, our Cooperative Code’s provisions that deal with sav
ings and credit cooperatives in particular are contained in 
only four short articles that fit in just one page. In sum, sav
ings and credit cooperatives (SCCs) remain unregulated and 
unsupported by government despite their importance to the 
cooperative sector.

NATCCO has started crafting a proposed law on SCCs. This 
law will set up in the regulatory framework for SCCs and will 
institutionalised participatory standard setting and self regu
lation. We also hope to clarify that the cooperative sector 
shall establish their own stability fund and central liquidity, 
while government will put up the insurance system for sav
ings desposits in SCCs.
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SINGAPORE

Cooperatives were introduced in Singapore as early as 1925. 
In the early years, cooperatives only focussed on thrift and 
loan facilities and confined membership to government staff.

The turning point in the development of the Cooperative 
Movement in Singapore was the launching of cooperative 
ventures in 1970 by the Singapore National Trade Union 
Congress (NTUC) and its affiliated unions. NTUC is a na
tional body representing most working class citizens in 
Singapore.

The Singapore National Cooperative Federation (SNCF), 
established on 18 September 1980 is the apex body repre
senting the cooperative movement in Singapore.

Seventy four cooperatives in Singapore are currently affili
ated to SNCF. These affiliates have a total individual mem
bership of more than 1.3 million. The cooperatives are cat
egorized into four sectors under SNCF i.e. NTUC Sector, 
Campus Sector, Credit Sector and Services Sector.

The first cooperative legislation -  cooperative societies ordi
nance was introduced in 1924 by the British Government. 
This was replaced in 1979 by the Cooperative Societies Act. 
Amongst other features, the Act established the SNCF and 
the Central Cooperative Fund.The Act has not been amended 
since then. However, the current legislation is operating 
smoothly. Minor update amendments are made from time to 
time on the legislation.

The Government’s policy is to take a balanced approach in 
extending a reasonable amount of assistance and advice to 
the cooperative movement. At the same time, the govern
ment ensures that this help does not stifle the initiative and 
enterprise essential for the movement to succeed in the fu
ture. The cooperative movement will continue to play an ac
tive role in the socio-economic development of Singapore.
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Future Challenges for Cooperatives in Singapore
Cooperatives must always be clear about their social 
mission
Continuous need to improve management and produc
tivity in cooperative organizations
Forming new cooperatives to meet emerging needs in 
the changing social/economic environment.

Promoting synergy among cooperatives at regional and 
international level.
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SRI LANKA

In 1992, the government introduced an amendment to the 
Cooperative Act debarring politicians from holding in Coop
erative Societies. It did have an immediate impact but the 
desired results were tar short of expectations.

With the introduction of the Provincial Councils system in Sri 
Lanka, Cooperatives became a developed subject and ac
cordingly it was developed on Provincial Councils. These 
councils have passed various statutes of their own on coop
eratives but unfortunately, they are not compatible with the 
cooperative identity.

Against this background, there arose the necessity to restruc
ture the cooperative movement of Sri Lanka and accordingly 
a Presidential Commission on cooperatives was appointed 
in the year 2000 and its report is under consideration of the 
President.

Ours is a government which has accepted the concept of 
globalisation and the free -  market economy. At the same 
time, we believe that the cooperative should be developed 
as a people based and an independent organisation. As such, 
the policy of our government is to give every assistance to 
the cooperative movement to function as a people’s organi
zation in the true sense of the world, and one, which pre
serves cooperative values and principles. At the same time, 
we want to create the right atmosphere conducive for the 
movement to function itself as a self -  reliant and entrepre
neurial organization, strong enough to compete with the pri
vate sector.

It is our firm belief that the cooperative movement is quite 
capable of meeting the adverse effects of globalization. As 
such, we consider that country like ours, which is facing many 
socio-economic problems, can expect relief only through the 
movement like cooperatives.
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THAILAND

The Royal Thai Government has pledged a strong commit
ment as indicated in Article 45 of the Constitution that Thai 
people have freedom to form themselves as cooperatives in 
accordance with their needs. Article 85 even strongly stipu
lates further that the government must promote, support, and 
protect the cooperative system.The appearance of the term 
cooperative system in the Constitution underlines the utmost 
importance the nation has attached to the cooperatives.

In response to the notions that cooperatives need to exer
cise autonomy, the Cooperative Promotion Department (CPD) 
the government agency under the Thai Ministry of Agricul
ture and Cooperatives directly in charge of all cooperative 
affairs except auditing (which comes under the Cooperative 
Auditing Departmerit) has gradually switched its role from a 
supervisor and controller to an advisor and facilitator of co
operatives.

Another effort to enhance such autonomy is the establish
ment of Board of National Cooperative Development in ac
cordance with the Cooperatives Act of 1999. The Board is 
the highest level body for cooperative development policy 
making in Thailand, which comprises representatives from 
the government, the cooperatives and experts in the field of 
cooperatives. It is new mechanism in formulating and direct
ing cooperative development policies which heightens au
tonomy and independence for cooperatives.

Considerable efforts has been made in strengthening and 
modernizing the cooperative management with emphasis to 
efficiency and quality in horizontal and vertical integration. 
Flow of trade is encouraged among cooperatives and be
tween themselves as the rest of the world.

To develop self-capitalization in cooperatives the CPD has 
been actively promoting a savings campaign among the co
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operative members all year round and encouraging the co
operatives to use their savings in running business. Further
more, according to the Cooperatives Act of 1999 the Coop
erative Development Fund has been established as the fi
nancial body to exclusively stimulate growth and develop
ment of cooperatives.
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Programme

(Venue: Megha-Malhar Convention Halt, 
Soaltee Crowne Plaza Hotel, Kathmandu)

2nd April, Tue • Arrival of the Hon’ble Ministers and
Delegates of the Conference.

• Registration (whole day)

3rd April, Wed

08:30-10:00 Registration

10:00-11:30 Opening Ceremony followed by Photo
Session.

11:30-12:00 Health Break

12:00-12:30 • Presentation of Expert Committee

• Adoption of Conference Procedure 
and Agenda

12:30-12:45 Presentation of Draft of Joint Declaration
by Hon’ble Minister of Agriculture and 
Cooperatives, His Majesty’s Govern
ment of Nepal.

12:45-14:00 Lunch Break

14:00-15:30 Presentation by Guest Speakers:

• “Role of Agricultural Cooperatives 
for the Co-existence of Various
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Types of A gricu ltu re ” by Mr. 
M itsuhiro M iyakoshi, Hon’ble 
Parliam entary Secretary, 
Government of Japan.

• “impact of Globalisation on Farmers 
and Role of Coops” by Dr. R.B. 
Singh, Assistant Director General, 
FAO, Bangkok.

• “Perspectives for Cooperative 
Banks in the New Millennium” by Dr. 
Tilak Rawal, Hon’ble Governor, 
Central Bank of Nepal.

15:30-16:00 Health Break
16:00-18:00 Presentation of Country Statements by

Hon’ble Ministers/ National Cooperative 
Organisations.

19:00-19:30 Signing of Joint Declaration (Venue:
Megha-Malhar Convention Hall).

19:30-21:30 Welcome Dinner hosted by the Ministry
of Agriculture and Cooperatives, His 
Majesty Government of Nepal.

4th April, Thu

09:30-11:00 Presentation of Country Statements
(continued).

11:00-11:30 Health Break
11:30-13:00 Presentation of 2nd Critical Study on

Cooperative Policy and Legislation 
undertaken by ICA ROAP by Mr. Ravi 
Shankar and Mr. Garry Cronan.

13:00-14:30 Lunch Break
14:30-15:30 Presentation of Case Studies:

“Parallel Cooperative Law of India” by 
Dr. Bhagwati Prasad, Chief Executive, 
NCUl, India.
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• “SANASA of Sri Lanka” by Mr. RA. 
Kiriwandeniya, President, SANASA, 
Sri Lanka.

15:30-16:00 Health Break

16:00-16:30 “Cooperative Law IViaking: An
Indonesian Experience” by Dr. Ibnoe 
Soedjono, Chairperson, Institute for 
Indonesian Coop Development Studies, 
Indonesia.

18:30-20:30 Reception hosted by the Prime Minister
of Nepal.

5th April, Fri
09:30-10:15 Presentation of UN Guidelines on

“Cooperative Law and Policy” by 
Ms. Teresita M. de Leon, Regional 
Coordinator, ILO Coopnet/Coopreform.

“Imperatives of Cooperative Policies” 
by Dr. Daniel Ish, Expert on Legislation, 
Canadian Cooperative Association.

“Gender Issues in Cooperatives” by 
Ms. Akiko Yamauchi, Manager of 
International Department, Japanese 
Consumers’ Cooperative Union.

10:15-11:15 S tatem ents by International
Organisations.

11:15-11:30 Health Break

11:30-12:00 Briefing on methodology and logistical
details of Break Out Session.

12:00-13:00 Break Out Session -  Formulation of
Action Plans.

13:00-14:30 Lunch Break

14:30-16:00 Break Out Session -  Formulation of
Action Plans (contd.)
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16:00-16:30 Health Break

16:30-17:00 Presentation and Adoption of
Conference Report

17:00-17:30 Closing Ceremony

19:00-22:00 Dinner hosted by the National
Cooperative Federation of Nepal.

6th April, Sat Field Visits

7th April, Sun Departure of Participants
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Participants

AUSTRALIA 01

BANGLADESH 02

03

CHINA 04

05

Mr. Garry Cronan
Executive Officer 
Australian Centre for Coop 
Research & Development 
c/o Charles Sturt University. 
Sydney, Australia.

Mr. Golam Sarwar
Charge de Affairs
Embassy of Bangladesh in Nepal
Mahrajgunj, Kathmandu, Nepal.

Mr. Md. Gulam Moula
Protocol Officer
Embassy of Bangladesh in Nepal 
Mahrajgunj, Kathmandu, Nepal.

Mr. Mu Li
Vice President
All China Federation of Supply & 
Marketing Coops.
45, Fu Xing Men Nei Street 
Beijing-100801, China.

Mr. Yu Ning
Director, International 
Cooperation Department 
All China Federation of Supply & 
Marketing Coops.
45, Fu Xing Men Nei Street 
Beijing-100801, China.
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06 Ms. Li Xin
Deputy Director 
Agricultural Department 
Legislative Affairs Office of State 
Council 
Beijing, China.

07 Mr, Zhang Yuanzong
Division Chief, Coop Affairs Deptt.
All China Federation of Supply & 
Marketing Coops.
45, Fu Xing Men Nei Street, 
Beijing-100801, China.

08 Mr. Zhang Wangshu
Division Chief, International 
Department
All China Federation of Supply & 
Marketing Coops.
45, Fu Xing Men Nei Street, 
Beijing-100801, China.

09 Mr. Wen Chunhui
Interpreter, International Department 
All China Federation of Supply & 
Marketing Coops.
45, Fu Xing Men Nei Street, 
Beijing-100801, China.

INDIA 10 H.E. Ajit Singh
Union Minister for Agriculture 
Government of India 
Krishi Bhavan, New Delhi-11001, 
India.
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11 Mr. K.S. Bhoria
Joint Secretary
Ministry of Agriculture, Dept, of 
Cooperation
Krishi Bhavan, New Delhi-11001

12 Mr. Prabhat Kumar
RS. to Union Minister for Agriculture 
Krishi Bhavan, New Delhi-11001

13 Mr. Rajendra Kumar Tiwari
Registrar of Cooperative Societies 
Uttar Pradesh, Lucknow

14 Mr. Adhip Chaudhuri
Secretary (Cooperation), 
Government of Karnataka 
Room # 610, 6t Floor, 2nd Stage, 
M.S. Building, Bangalore-560001

15 Dr. S.S. Sisodia
President
National Cooperative Union of India 
3, Siri Institutional Area 
New Delhi-110016

16 Mr. T.D. Janardhan Rao
Chairman
National Cooperative Agriculture and 
Rural Development Banks’ 
Federation Ltd.
“Takhshila” (2nd & 3rd Floors) 
Madhavdas Pasta Road,
Dadar (East)
Mumbai-400014
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17 Dr. Bhagwati Prasad
Chief Executive
National Cooperative Union of India 
3, Siri Institutional Area,
New Delhi-110016

18 Mr. Ravi Shankar
Managing Director
National Coop Dairy Federation of
India Ltd.
Post Box 79, Anand-388001

19 Mr. Ajit Kumar Singh
Chairman
National Agricultural Coop Marketing
Federation of India
Sidharth Enclave, Ashram Chowk,
Ring Road
New Delhi-110014

20 Mr. B.S.Vishwanathan
Director
Krishak Bharati Cooperative Ltd. 
“Red Rose House”, 49-50 Nehru 
Place
New Delhi-110019

21 Mr. K.N. Rajanna
President
Karnataka State Cooperative Apex 
Bank Ltd.
1, ‘Uthunga’, Pampa Mahakavi Road,
Chamarajpet
Bangalore-560018, India.
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22 Mr. K. Sivadasan Nair
Director
National Cooperative Agriculture and 
Rural Development Banks’
Federation Ltd.
“Takhshila” (2nd & 3rd Floors) 
Madhavdas Pasta Road, Dadar 
(East), Mumbai-400014

23 Mr. B. Subrahmanyam
Executive Director
National Federation of State Coop
Banks Ltd.
J.K. Chamber, 5th Floor, Sector 17, 
Vashi, Navi Mumbai-400703

24 Mr. Alwinder Pal Singh Pakhoke
Director
National Cooperative Agriculture and 
Rural Development Banks’
Federation Ltd.
“Takhshila” (2nd & 3rd Floors), 
Madhavdas Pasta Road, Dadar 
(East), Mumbai-400014

25 Mr. Ram Iqbal Singh
Chairman
National Coop Consumers’
Federation
92 Deepali, Nehru Place 
New Delhi-110019, India.

INDONESIA 26 H.E. Noer Sutrlsno
Dy. Minister for SME and Coop 
Resource Development 
Jalan H.R. Rasuna Said Kav. 3-5, 
Kuningan
Jakarta-12940, Indonesia.
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27 H.E. Guritno Kusumo
Dy. Minister for Coops & SME 
Institutional Developnnent 
Jalan H.R. Rasuna Said Kav.3-5, 
Kuningan
Jakarta-12940, Indonesia.

28 Mr. Mohammad Saleh Thaher
Assistant Deputy for Organisation 
and Cooperatives and SME 
Registration
Jalan H.R. Rasuna Said Kav.3-5, 
Kuningan
Jakarta-12940, Indonesia.

29 Mr. Meliadi Sembiring
Assistant Deputy for Coop Research 
Jalan H.R. Rasuna Said Kav.3-5, 
Kuningan
Jakarta-12940, Indonesia.

30 Mr. Ibnoe Soedjono
Chairperson
Institute for Indonesian Coop
Development Studies
(LSP 21), RO. Box 3460, Jl. Gunung
Sahari 111/7, Lantai, Jakarta-10610,
Indonesia.

31 Mr. Lukmansyah Haiji Negara
Vice President
Dewan Koperasi Indonesia
(DEKOPIN)
Graha Induk LT2, Jl. Warung Buncit 
Raya 18-20
Jakarta Selatan-12510, Indonesia.
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32 Mr. Mohammad Iqbal
Chairman
Dewan Koperasi Indonesia 
(DEKOPIN)
Graha Induk LT2, Jl. Warung Buncit 
Raya 18-20
Jakarta Selatan-12510, Indonesia.

33 Mr. Agung Sudjatmoko
Chairman
Dewan Koperasi Indonesia 
(DEKOPIN)
Graha Induk LT2, Jl. Warung Buncit 
Raya 18-20
Jakarta Selatan-12510, Indonesia.

34 Mr. Sulistijo Sidarto Mulyo
Chairman
Dewan Koperasi Indonesia 
(DEKOPIN)
Graha Induk LT2, Jl. Warung Buncit 
Raya 18-20
Jakarta Selatan-12510, Indonesia.

35 Mr. Ishar Samrihy
Chairman
Dewan Koperasi Indonesia 
(DEKOPIN)
Graha Induk LT2, Jl. Warung Buncit 
Raya 18-20
Jakarta Selatan-12510, Indonesia.

36 Mr. E. Rudolf Gahinsah
First Secretary 
Indonesian Embassy 
100, Pyidaungsu Yeiktha Road 
Yangon, Myanmar.
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IRAN 37 H.E. AN Soufi
Minister of Cooperatives 
Ministry of Cooperatives, Islamic 
Republic of Iran
Bozorgmehr Ave., #16, Bazorgmehr 
Street
Tehran, Iran.

38 H.E. Abolgasem Mahdavi
Deputy Minister for Research, 
Education & Promotion 
Ministry of Cooperatives, 
Bozorgmehr Ave., #16,
Bazorgmehr Street, Tehran, Iran.

39 H.E. All Saleh Abadi
Deputy Minister for Administration & 
Parliamentary Affairs 
Ministry of Cooperatives 
Bozorgmehr Ave., #16,
Bazorgmehr Street, Tehran, Iran.

40 Mr. Mohammad AN Pakseresht
General Director for Ministerial 
Department
Ministry of Cooperatives, 
Bozorgmehr Ave., # 16,
Bazorgmehr Street, Tehran, Iran.

41 Mr. Golam Reza Ghasemi
Director General, Public Relations & 
International Affairs 
Ministry of Cooperatives, 
Bozorgmehr Ave., # 16,
Bazorgmehr Street, Tehran, Iran.
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42 Mr. Abdol Rahman Taj-o-ddin
Member of Parliament 
Islamic Consultative Parliament 
Imam Khomeini Avenue, Tehran,
Iran.

43 Mr. Mahmood Rajabi
Head of International Affairs Section 
Ministry of Cooperatives,
Bozorgmehr Ave., # 16,
Bazorgmehr Street, Tehran, Iran.

44 Mr. Hassan Asgari
Senior Expert 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Bozorgmehr Ave., # 16,
Bazorgmehr Street, Tehran, Iran.

45 Mr. Seyed Md. Mirmohammadi
Chairman and Managing Director 
Central Organisation for Rural Coops 
of Iran
753 Valli-e-Asr-Avenue,
Tehran-15948, Iran.

46 Mr. Mashaalah Ayazi
Senior Expert
Central Organisation for Rural Coops 
of Iran
753 Valli-e-Asr-Avenue, Tehran- 
15948, Iran.

ISRAEL 47 Mr. Uri Seligmann
Registrar of Cooperative Societies 
Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs 
Division for Cooperative Societies in 
Israel
Mekor Haim 39, Jerusalem, Israel.
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48 Mr. Izhak Menahem
Chairman
Central Union of Cooperative 
Societies
24, Ha’arbaa Street, Tel Aviv-61071, 
Israel.

49 Mr. Arik Feldman
Chairman, Egged Transport 
Cooperative
142 Petach-Tikva Road 
Tel Aviv-64921, Israel.

50 Dr.Yehudah Paz
Chairman, International Relations 
Central Union of Cooperative 
Societies
24, Ha’arbaa Street, Tel Aviv-61071, 
Israel.

JAPAN 51 H.E. Mitsuhiro Miyakoshi
Parliamentary Secretary 
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries (MAFF)
1-2-1, Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku 
Tokyo-100-8950, Japan.

52 Mr. Mikio Moriyama
Director, General Affairs Division 
Social Welfare and War Victims Relief 
Bureau
Ministry of Health, Labour and 
Welfare
1-2-2, Kasumigaseki,Chiyoda-ku 
Tokyo 100-8045, Japan.
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53 Mr.Yasunobu Watanabe
Secretary to the Parliamentary 
Secretary
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries (MAFF)
1-2-1, Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku 
Tokyo-100-8950, Japan.

54 Mr.Yoshitomo Kinoshita
Director of International Cooperation 
Division
General Food Policy Bureau 
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries (MAFF)
1-2-1, Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku 
Tokyo-100-8950, Japan.

55 Mr.Yukiyoshi Mori
Dy. Director, Agricultural 
Cooperatives Division 
Management Improvement Bureau 
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries (MAFF)
1-2-1, Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku 
Tokyo-100-8950, Japan.

56 Mr. Takashi Fujimori
Dy. Director, Technical Cooperation 
Division
General Food Policy Bureau 
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries (MAFF)
1-2-1, Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku 
Tokyo-100-8950, Japan.
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57 Mr. Kazumi Imao
Executive Director
Central Union of Agricultural Coops
(JA-Zenchu)
8-3, 1-chome, Otemachi, Chiyoda-ku, 
Tokyo-100-0004, Japan.

58 Mr. Akiyoshi Futo
Executive Director
Japanese Consumers’ Cooperative
Union
Co-op Plaza, 3-29-8, Shibuya-ku, 
Tokyo 151-8913, Japan.

59 Mr. Koichi Sato
Manager of Public Relations 
Japanese Consumers’ Cooperative 
Union
Co-op Plaza, 3-29-8, Shibuya-ku, 
Tokyo 151-8913, Japan

60 Ms. AkikoYamauchi
Acting Manager of International 
Department
Japanese Consumers’ Cooperative 
Union
Co-op Plaza, 3-29-8, Shibuya-ku, 
Tokyo 151-8913, Japan

61 Mr. Chikara Sato
Chief of International Section 
Central Union of Agricultural Coops 
(JA-Zenchu)
8 -3 ,1-chome, Otemachi, Chiyoda-ku, 
Tokyo-100-0004, Japan.
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62 Mr. MasayukiTaguchi
Staff of Japan Agricultural News 
c/o. JA-Zenchu, 8-3, 1-chome, 
Otemachi, Chiyoda-ku, 
Tokyo-100-0004, Japan.

63 Ms. Keiko Murasaki
Interpreter, Ministry of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries 
1-2-1, Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku 
Tokyo-100-8950, Japan.

64 Ms. Reiko Matsuba
Interpreter, JA-Zenchu,
8-3, 1-chome, Otemachi,
Chiyoda-ku,
Tokyo-100-0004, Japan.

65 Ms. Emiko Kodama
Interpreter, JA-Zenchu,
8-3, 1-chome, Otemachi,
Chiyoda-ku,
Tokyo-100-0004, Japan.

66 Ms.YoshikoTakeyama
Interpreter
JA-Zenchu, 8-3, 1-chome, Otemachi, 
Chiyoda-ku,
Tokyo-100-0004, Japan.

67 Mr.Takamichi Okabe
Charge de Affairs 
Embassy of Japan 
Panipokhari, Kathmandu,
Nepal.
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68 Mr. Hiroshi Tottori
Third Secretary 
Embassy of Japan 
Panipokhari, Kathmandu, Nepal.

KOREA 69 Mr. Jong-Chan Lee
Assistant General Manger, 
International Cooperation Office 
National Agricultural Cooperative 
Federation
75-1-ka, Chungjeong-ro, Jung-ku 
Seoul City 100-707, Republic of 
Korea.

KUWAIT 70 H.E. Mohamed Ali Al-Kandari
Assistant Under Secretary of Coops 
Ministry of Social Affairs and Labour 
P.O. Box 563, Safat-13006, Kuwait.

71 Mr. Hussain Ali Al-Duwaihees
Director of Coop Development 
Department
Ministry of Social Affairs and Labour 
P.O. Box 563, Safat-13006, Kuwait.

72 Mr. Ahmad Mohamed Deyab
Director of Coop Inspection 
Department
Ministry of Social Affairs and Labour 
RO. Box 563, Safat-13006, Kuwait.

73 Mr. Talaq Saqur Al-Haim
Chairman of the Board of Directors 
Union of Consumer Coop Societies 
P.O. Box 1836, Sanaa Street 
Safat-13019, Kuwait.
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74 Mr. Hesham Saleh Al-Sharekh
Member of the Board of Directors 
Union of Consumer Coop Societies 
P.O. Box 1836, Sanaa Street 
Safat-13019, Kuwait.

75 Mr. Jaber AM Al-Ali
International Relations Researcher 
Foreign Relations Department 
Ministry of Social Affairs & Labour 
P.O. Box 563 
Safat-13006, Kuwait.

MALAYSIA 76 H.E.Tan Sri Datuk Kasitah bin 
Gaddam
Minister for Land & Cooperative 
Development 
Government of Malaysia 
10th Floor, WismaTanah,
Jalan semarak
50574 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

77 Mr. Md.Yusof bin Samsudin
Deputy Director General
Deptt. of Coop. Development
7th Floor, Bangunan Semantan, Bukit
Damansara
50608 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

78 Dr. Mohd All bin Hj. Baharum
Deputy President
National Coop Organisation of
Malaysia (ANGKASA)
Wisma Ungku A. Aziz, Lot 6, Jalan
SS 6/3, Pejabat Pos, Kelana Jaya 
46798 Petaling Jaya, Selangor, 
Malaysia.
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79 Mr. Haji Jaafar Haji Abdullah
Under Secretary
Policy and Development Division
Ministry of Land and Cooperative
Development
12th Floor, WismaTanah,
Jalan semarak
50574 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

80 Mr. Ahmad bin Zainal
Corporate Planning Director 
Dept, of Cooperative Development 
6 &7 Bangunan Semantan,
Bukit Damansara
50608 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

81 Ms. Indar Kaur
Head of Cooperative Accounting & 
Finance Centre
Cooperative College of Malaysia
103 Jalan Templer 
Petaling Jaya-46700, Selangor, 
Malaysia.

82 Mr. Zazali bin Haron
Assistant Director
Dept, of Cooperative Development
9th Floor, Pertama Complex,
Jalan Tuanku Abdul Rahman 
50100 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

83 Ms. Juliawati bin Janius
Assistant Secretary
Policy and Development Division
Ministry of Land & Coop.
Development
12th Floor, WismaTanah,
Jalan semarak
50574 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
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MYANMAR

NEPAL

84 Datuk B. Sahadevan
Secretary/Chief Executive 
National Land Finance Coop 
Societies Ltd.
10th Floor, WismaTun Sambanthan 
Jalan Sultan Sulaiman, Kuala 
Lumpur-50000, Malaysia.

85 H.E. Lt. General Tin Ngwe
Minister for Cooperatives
The Government of the Union of
Myanmar
259/263 Bogyoke Aung San Street 
Yangon, Myanmar.

86 Dr. Tun Maung
Chairman
GEC (Education) Union of 
Syndicates Ltd.
259/263 Bogyoke Aung San Street 
Yangon, Myanmar.

87 H.E. Mahesh Acharya
Minister for Agriculture and
Cooperatives
Ministry of Agriculture and
Cooperatives
His Majesty’s Government of Nepal 
Singh Durbar, Kathmandu,
Nepal.

88 H.E. Lakshman Prasad Meheta
Minister of State 
Ministry of Agriculture and 
Cooperatives
His Majesty’s Government of Nepal 
Singh Durbar, Kathmandu,
Nepal.
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89 Mr. Deepak Prakash Baskota
Chairman
National Cooperative Fed. of Nepal 
Bijuli Bazar, Kathmandu, Nepal.

90 Mr. Om Prakash Sharma
National Coop. Federation of Nepal

91 Mr.Tulsi Prasad Dhakal
National Coop. Federation of Nepal

92 Mr. Janardan Acharya
General Manager
National Cooperative Federation Ltd.

93 Mr. Shree Prasad Acharya
National Coop. Federation of Nepal

94 Mr. Drub Nath Khanal
National Coop. Federation of Nepal

95 Mr. Bishwo Prasad Pathak
National Coop. Federation of Nepal

96 Mr. Bishnu Dutta Sharma
National Coop. Federation of Nepal

97 Mr. Rishi Raj Acharya
National Coop. Federation of Nepal

98 Mr. Shambhu Prasad Koirala
National Coop. Federation of Nepal

99 Mr. Bhoj Raj Bum
National Coop. Federation of Nepal

100 Mr. Laxmi Raj Joshi
National Coop. Federation of Nepal
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101 Mr. Mitrasen Dahal
National Coop. Federation of Nepal

102 Mr. Diiiman Shrestha
National Coop. Federation of Nepal

103 Mr. Kulchandra Adhikari
National Coop. Federation of Nepal

104 Mrs.Tulsa Rimal
National Coop. Federation of Nepal

105 Mr. Devendra Nath Adhikary
National Coop. Federation of Nepal

106 Mr. Bhoj Raj Ghimire
National Coop. Federation of Nepal

107 Mr. Radha Krishna Mainali
National Coop. Federation of Nepal

108 Mr. Bal Dev Sharma Majgaiya
National Coop. Federation of Nepal

109 Dr. Damber Narayan Yadav
National Coop. Federation of Nepal

110 Dr. Harka Gurung
National Coop. Federation of Nepal

111 Dr. Mohan Man Saiju
National Coop. Federation of Nepal

112 Mr. Dhaka Ram Aryal
National Coop. Federation of Nepal

113 Mr. Kailash Bhakta Pradhanaga
Central Savings Credit Coop. Union
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114 Mr. Bijay Raj Ghimire
National Coop. Federation of Nepal

115 Mr. Khadka Bahadur Shrestha
Central Consumer Cooperative Union

116 Mr. Surya Ratna Shakya
National Coop. Federation of Nepal

117 Mr. Ram Bhajan Shah
National Coop. Federation of Nepal

118 Mr. Harendra Singh
Member, Finance Committee 
National Coop. Federation of Nepal

119 Mr. Keshav Prasad Sapkota
Member, Finance Committee 
National Coop. Federation of Nepal

120 Mr. Bishwabandhu Gautam
Co-chairman
National Cooperative Development 
Board

121 Mr. Ramchandra Nainawasthi
National Cooperative Development 
Board

122 Mr. Shanta Raj Sharma
National Cooperative Development 
Board

123 Mr. Govind Bahadur Malla
National Cooperative Development 
Board

124 Mr. Govind Agrawal
National Cooperative Development 
Board
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125 Dr. Mahendra Shrestha
National Cooperative Development 
Board

126 Mr. Bishwo Mohan Acharya
Deputy Director
National Cooperative Development 
Board

127 Mr. Vijaya Agrawal
Member
National Cooperative Development 
Board

128 Mr. Bir Keshari Gautum
Member
National Cooperative Development 
Board

129 Mr. RitaK.C.
Member
National Cooperative Development 
Board

130 Mr. Mahesh Sharan Bhatta
Member
National Cooperative Development 
Board

131 Dr. Surendra Kumar Shrestha
Acting Secretary 
Ministry of Agriculture and 
Cooperatives

132 Mr. Ganesh Kumar K.C.
Joint Secretary 
Planning Division 
Ministry of Agriculture and 
Cooperatives
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133 Mr. Suresh Kumar Verma
Joint Secretary
Monitoring and Evaluation Division 
Ministry of Agriculture and 
Cooperatives

134 Mr, Asheswor Jha
Joint Secretary
Women Farmer Development
Division
Ministry of Agriculture and 
Cooperatives

135 Mr. Shyam Sunder Sharma
Joint Secretary 
Administration Division 
Ministry of Agriculture and 
Cooperatives

136 Mr. Bhairav Raj Kaini
Director General 
Department of Agriculture 
Ministry of Agriculture and 
Cooperatives

137 Dr. Shubha Narayan Mahato
Director General
Department of Livestock Services 
Ministry of Agriculture and 
Cooperatives

138 Mr. Bhuwaneswor Joshi
Registrar
Department of Cooperative 
Ministry of Agriculture and 
Cooperatives
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139 Mr. Dhruba Raj Neupane
Deputy Registrar 
Department of Cooperative 
Ministry of Agriculture and 
Cooperatives

140 Mr. Janmejaya Regmi
Principal
Cooperative Training Centre 
Ministry of Agriculture and 
Cooperatives

141 Mr. Keshav Bahadur Thapa
Section Officer 
Department of Cooperative 
Ministry of Agriculture and 
Cooperatives

142 Mr. Shrawan Kurriar Adhikary
Assistant Economist 
Planning Division 
Ministry of Agriculture and 
Cooperatives

143 Mr. Pradyumna Raj Pandey
Assistant Economist 
Planning Division 
Ministry of Agriculture and 
Cooperatives

144 Mr. Bishnu Datta Awasthi
Agri-Economist 
Planning Division 
Ministry of Agriculture and 
Cooperatives
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145 Mr. Madhav Karkee
Assistant Economist 
Planning Division 
IVIinistry of Agriculture and 
Co-operatives

146 Mr. MandipRai
Assistant Agri-Economist 
Planning Division 
Ministry of Agriculture and 
Cooperatives

147 Mr. Ramesh Kumar Adhikary
Section Officer 
Planning Division 
Ministry of Agriculture and 
Cooperatives

148 Dr. Krishna Prasad Pant
Economist 
Planning Division 
Ministry of Agriculture and 
Cooperatives

149 Mr. Parikshit Raj Sharma
Economist 
Planning Division 
Ministry of Agriculture and 
Cooperatives

150 Mr. Sanjay Kumar Verma
Assistant Agri-Economist 
Planning Division 
Ministry of Agriculture and 
Cooperatives
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PHILIPPINES 153

SINGAPORE 155

151 Mr. Kama! Raj Gaire
Assistant Agri-Economist 
Ministry of Agriculture and 
Cooperatives

152 Mr. Gyan Prasad Sharma
Under Secretary
National Planning Commission of 
Nepal

Mr. Guillermo P. Cua
Chief Executive Officer
National Confederation of Coops Inc.
(NATCCO)
227 J.R Rizal Street, Project-4 
Quezon City-1109, Philippines.

154 Mr. Sixto Donato 0. Macasaet
Development Manager
National Confederation of Coops Inc.
(NATCCO)
227 J.R Rizal Street, Project-4 
Quezon City-1109, Philippines.

Ms. Akidah Bte Muhammad Yusof
Assistant Registrar, Cooperative 
Societies
Ministry of Community Development 
and Sports
512 Thomson Road, #11 -GO 
Singapore-298136.

156 Mr. Thomas Thomas
Council Member 
Singapore National Cooperative 
Federation Ltd.
510 Thomson Road, #12-02,
SLF Building,
Singapore-298135.
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157 Mr. Leow Peng Kui
Chief Executive
Singapore National Cooperative 
Federation Ltd.
510 Thomson Road, #12-02,
SLF Building,
Singapore-298135.

SRI LANKA 158 Mr. Jayampathie Hettiarachchi
Additional Secretary 
Ministry of Cooperatives 
64, Galle Road, Colombo-3,
Sri Lanka.

158 Mr. P.A. Kiriwandeniya
Chairman
Federation of Thrift & Credit Coop 
Societies (SANASA)
12, Edmonton Road, Colombo-6, 
Sri Lanka.

159 Mr. Lionel Samarasinghe
President
National Cooperative Council of Sri 
Lanka
“Coop House”, 455 Galle Road, 
Colombo-3, Sri Lanka.

160 Mr. Ariyathllaka Dhanayake
Director
Sri Lanka Consumer Cooperative 
Societies Federation 
No. 11, Saunders Place, Colombo-
12, Sri Lanka.
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161 Mr. Vallipuram Kamaleswaran
Director
Sri Lanka Consumer Cooperative 
Societies Federation 
No. 11, Saunders Place, 
Colombo-12, Sri Lanka.

162 Mr. D.S.K. Pathirana
General Manager
Sri Lanka Consumer Cooperative
Societies Federation
No. 11, Saunders Place,
Colombo-12, Sri Lanka.

THAILAND 163 H.E. Prapat Panyachatiraksa 
Deputy Minister
Ministry of Agriculture and Coops. 
Rajdamnern Nok Avenue, 
Bangkok-10200, Thailand.

165 Dr. Suthiporn Chirapanda
Deputy Permanent Secretary 
Ministry of Agriculture and Coops. 
Rajdamnern Nok Avenue, 
Bangkok-10200, Thailand.

166 Mr. Chavalvut Chainuvati
Director-General,
Cooperative Promotion Department 
12 Krung Kasem Road, Theves, 
Bangkok-10200, Thailand.

167 Mr. Banjerd Somwang
Expert on Policy and Planning 
Cooperative Promotion Department 
12 Krung Kasem Road, Theves, 
Bangkok-10200, Thailand.
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168 Mr. Pinit Korsieporn
Director, Foreign Agricultural 
Relations Division 
Office of the Permanent Secretary 
Ministry of Agriculture and Coops. 
Rajdamnern Nok Avenue,
Bangkok-10200, Thailand.

169 Mr. Surapong Suttisa
Director, Technical Division 
Cooperative Promotion Department 
12 Krung Kasem Road, Theves, 
Bangkok-10200, Thailand

170 Mr. Panuwat Na Nakornpanom
Cooperative Technician 
Cooperative Promotion Department
12 Krung Kasem Road, Theves, 
Bangkok-10200, Thailand.

171 Mr. Samer Limchoowong
Forestry Official
Ministry of Agriculture and Coops. 
Rajdamnern Nok Avenue, 
Bangkok-10200, Thailand.

172 Mr. Wit Pratuckchai
Executive Director
The Cooperative League of Thailand
13, Pichai Road, Dusit, 
Bangkok-10300, Thailand.

CZECH REP. 173 Mr. Ivan Prikryl
President
The Union of Czech and Moravian 
Housing Coops
Podolska 50, 147 01 Prague-4, 
Czech Republic.
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174 Mr. Jana Prikrylova
Head of International Department 
The Union of Czech and Moravian 
Housing Coops
Podolska 50, 147 01 Prague-4, 
Czech Republic.

INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS

ACCU 175 Mr. Jonas Dhaki
2nd Vice President
Association of Asian Confederation of
Credit Unions
CCULB Bhaban, KhilbarirTek, 
Gulshan Dhaka-1212 
Dhaka-1000, Bangladesh.

176 Mr. Ranjith Hettiarachchi
Chief Executive Officer 
Association of Asian Confederation of 
Credit Unions
36/2, Moo 3, Soi Malee Suanson, 
Ramkhamhaeng Road, Bangkapi, 
Bangkok 10240, Thailand.

CCA 177 Ms. Jo-Anne Ferguson
Senior Director, International 
Development
Canadian Cooperative Association 
275, Bank Street, Suite 400 
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada -  K2P 2L6.

178 Mr. Daniellsh
Expert on Legislation 
Canadian Cooperative Association 
275, Bank Street, Suite 400 
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada -  K2P 2L6.

85



FAO

ILO

179 Dr, R.B. Singh
Assistant Director General 
Food and Agriculture Organisation 
Maliwan Mansion, 39 Phra Atit Road 
Bangkok-10200, Thailand.

180 Mr. Wim Polman
Rural Development Officer.
Food and Agriculture Organisation 
Maliwan Mansion, 39 Phra Atit Road 
Bangkok-10200, Thailand.

181 Ms.Teresita M. de Leon
Asia-Pacific Regional Coordinator 
ILO Coopnet/Coopreform Programs 
5th Floor, Neda sa Makati Building
106 Amorsolo Street, Legaspi Village 
Makati, Metro Manila, Philippines.

ICMIF

AARDO

182 Mr. Zahid Qureshi
Senior Vice President, Development 
and Communications 
International Coop Mutual Insurance 
Federation
Denzell House, Dunham Road,
PO. Box 21
Altrincham, Cheshire WA14 4PD, 
United Kingdom.

183 Dr. Bahar Munip
Secretary General 
Afro-Asian Rural Development 
Organisation
2, State Guest Houses Complex 
Chanakyapuri, New Delhi 110021, 
India.
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ICFTU 184 Mr. Laxman Basnet
ICFTU-APRO Executive Board 
Member & President of Nepal Trade 
Union Congress (NTUC)
Central Office P.O Box 5507 
Kupondol, Lalitpur, Kathmandu,
Nepal.

CEO! 185 Mr. Michael Casey
Project Team Leader 
Canadian Centre for International 
Studies and Cooperation 
GPO Box 2959, Baluwatar, 
Kathmandu, Nepal.

ICA 186 Mr. Ivano Barberini
President
International Cooperative Alliance 
15, Route des Morillons, CH-1218, 
Grand Saconnex 
Geneva, Switzerland.

187 Mr. Jan-Eirik Imbsen
Director of Development 
International Cooperative Alliance 
15, Route des Morillons, CH-1218, 
Grand Saconnex 
Geneva, Switzerland.

ICA ROAP 188 Mr. Shil Kwan Lee
Regional Director
ICA Regional Office for Asia & Pacific 
E-4, Defence Colony, 3rd Floor 
New Delhi-110024, India.

189 Mr. RobbyTulus
Senior Expert, ICA ROAP 
1102-1480 Riverside Drive 
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada K1G 5H2.
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190 Mr. B.D. Sharma
Director (SOWECA)
ICA Regional Office for Asia & Pacific 
E-4, Defence Colony, 3rd Floor 
New Delhi-110024, India.

191 Mr. Romuio M. Villamin
Director (South-East Asia)
ICA ROAP Business Office 
510Thonnson Road, #12-02, SLF 
Building, Singapore-298135.

192 Mr. Jirolto
Director (Special Programs)
ICA ROAP Business Office 
510 Thomson Road, #12-02, SLF 
Building, Singapore-298135.

193 Mr. Juku Ozawa
Director (Special Programs), ICA 
ROAP Business Office 
510 Thomson Road, #12-02, SLF 
Building, Singapore-298135.

194 Mr. K. Sethu Madhavan
Planning Officer ICA ROAP,
E-4, Defence Colony, 3rd Floor 
New Delhi-110024, India

195 Mr. P. Nair
Communication Officer, ICA ROAP 
E-4, Defence Colony, 3rd Floor 
New Delhi-110024, India.

196 Mr. A.K.Taneja
Program Officer, ICA ROAP 
E-4, Defence Colony, 3rd Floor 
New Delhi-110024, India.
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ICA STATEMENT OF COOPERATIVE IDENTITY

DEFINITION
A cooperative is an autonomous association of persons united voluntarily to meet their common 
economic, social and cultural needs and aspirations through a jointly-owned and democratically- 
controlled enterprise.

VALUES
Cooperatives are based on the values of self-help, self-responsibility, democracy, equality, equity 
and solidarity. In the tradition of their founders, cooperative members believe in the ethical values 
of honesty, openness, social responsibility and caring for others.

PRINCIPLES
The Cooperative Principles are guidelines by which cooperatives put their values into practice.

First Principle : Voluntary and Open Membership
Cooperatives are voluntary organisations, open to all persons able to use their services and 
willing to accept the responsibilities of membership, without gender, social, racial, political or 
religious discrimination.

Second Principle : Democratic Member Control
Cooperatives are democratic organisations controlled by their members, who actively partici
pate in setting their policies and making decisions. Men and women, serving as elected repre
sentatives, are accountable to the membership. In primary cooperatives, members have equal 
voting rights [one member, one vote], and cooperatives at other levels are also organised in a 
democratic manner.

Third Principle : Member Economic Participation
Members contribute equitably to, and democratically control, the capital of their cooperative. At 
least a part of that capital is usually the common property of the cooperative. Members usually 
receive limited compensation, if any, on capital subscribed as a condition of membership. Mem
bers allocate surpluses for any or all of the following purposes: developing their cooperatives, 
possibly by setting up reserves, part of which at least would be indivisible; benefiting members 
in proportion to their transactions with the cooperative; and supporting other activities ap
proved by the membership.

Fourth Principle : Autonomy and Independence
Cooperatives are autonomous, self-help organisations controlled by their members. If they 
enter into agreements with other organisations, including governments, or raise capital from 
external sources, they do so on terms that ensure democratic control by their members and 
maintain their cooperative autonomy

Fifth Principle : Education, Training and Information
Cooperatives provide education and training for their members, elected representatives, man
agers, and employees, so that they can contribute effectively to the development of their coop
eratives. They inform the general public -  particularly young people and opinion leaders -  
about the nature and benefits of Cooperation.

Sixth Principle : Cooperation among Cooperatives
Cooperatives serve their members most effectively and strengthen the Cooperative Movement 
by working together through local, national, regional and international structures.

Seventh Principle : Concern for the Community
Cooperatives work for the sustainable development of their communities through policies ap
proved by their members.
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