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CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
OF THE

FOURTH ASIA PACIFIC CONFERENCE 
OF COOPERATIVE MINISTERS'

ON
“COOPERATIVES IN A CHANGING 

SOCIO-ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT”
Chiangmai, Thailand, 1 8 - 2 2  March 1997

BACKGROUND

The International Co-operative Alliance, Regional O ffice for Asia 
and the Pacific (ICA ROAP), organized the Fourth Asia Pacific 
Co-operative Ministers Conference in Chiangmai, Thailand from 
March 18 to 22, 1997. Ministers responsible for Co-operative 
Development representing China, Fiji, Indonesia, Iran, Japan, 
Kuwait, Malaysia, Myanmar, Thailand and Vietnam participated 
at the Conference. 124 delegates from 22 countries in Asia and 
the Pacific, namely, Brunei, China, Fiji, India, Indonesia, Iran, 
Israel, Japan, Jordan, Republic of Korea, Kuwait, Malaysia, 
Mongolia, Myanmar, Nepal, f^akistan, Philippines, Singapore, 
Sri Lanka, Thailand, Tonga, and Vietnam, attended the 
Conference. In addition, 34 representatives from international 
organizations, namely, AARRO, ACCU, ACO, CCA, DID, FAO, 
ICMIF, ILO and ICA took part in the Conference as well.

Recommendations adopted by the Regional Consultation held 
in Yangon, Myanmar from December 2 to 6, 1996, summary of 
the Background Papers, and Statements from member country 
governments and other national and international organizations, 
became the resource documents for the deliberations at the 
M inisters’ Conference in Chiangmai.

The follow ing are highlights of the Conference proceedings. 

The Conference was inaugurated by His Excellency Sukavich



Rangsitpol, Deputy Prime Minister of the Royal Thai 
government. The Deputy Prime Minister in his speech 
emphasized that the “ ICA should commit to create the co­
operative spirit in the region to acquire community support from 
all nations. The role of the trade and industry committee of ICA 
should be viewed in such a way that in the future a co-operative 
trade organization can be established as a trade forum for the 
co-operative movement” .

At the inaugural function, the ICA Director General, Mr. Bruce 
Thordarson, gave his greetings to the Conference on behalf of 
the ICA, and Mr. B.S. Vishwanathan offered his welcome speech 
on behalf of ICA ROAP. The Director General of ICA then 
presented an award to Mr. G.K. Sharma, form er Regional 
Director of ICA ROAP, which plaque was officia lly presented by
H.E. the Deputy Prime Minister of the Royal Thai government. A 
report and a vote of thanks were offered by Mr. Robby Tulus, 
Regional Director of ICA for Asia and the Pacific, prior to the 
formal inauguration by the H.E. the Deputy Prime Minister.

Immediately after the Opening Ceremony, the Deputy Prime 
Minister inaugurated the Trade Exhibition held at the Westin 
Chiangmai hotel, with co-operative products displayed by co­
operative organizations in Thailand and other countries in Asia 
and the Pacific.

The Conference convened its first session at the Ballroom of the 
W estin Chiangmai Hotel. Hon. Shucheep Hansaward, Minister 
of Agriculture and Co-operatives of the Royal Thai government 
was unanimously elected as Chairperson of the Conference. 
The Chair proposed the formal agenda and clarification about 
the methodology of the Conference, and they were duly 
adopted. A D ra fting  Com m ittee was proposed by the Chair and 
then unanimously approved.

Members of the Committee are as follows ;

(a) Com m ittee Members

Dr. Yehuda Paz (Israel, ICA Board member) Chairperson
Mr. N. Kohashi (Japan) Member
Mr. J. W illiam  Harris (Tonga) Member



Dr. Mohd. Ali (Malaysia) Member
Mr. B.D. Sharma (India) Member
Mr. Mohd. Reza Motavassely (Iran) Member

(b) Resource F ac ilita to rs

Mr. Robby Tulus (ICA ROAP)
Mr. Claes Thorselius (ICA Geneva)

Afterwards, two speakers were invited to present specific topics, 
namely Mr. C hurll Hee W on on “The Role of Co-operatives in 
Food Security” and Mr. Robby Tu lus on “The Co-operative 
scene in Asia and the Pacific, a jo in t statement by member 
organizations of ICA ROAP”.

Following the above presentations, STATEMENTS were 
delivered by ministers, co-operative delegates and representa­
tives from international organizations. Subsequent to the 
presentation of Statements, three work groups were formed and 
separate discussions took place on 21®' March 1997 to review 
the recommendations emanating from the Regional Consulta­
tion in Myanmar. These recommendations underwent some 
modifications following the group work and were finally adopted 
by the Conference on 22"'' March 1997.

The following Conclusions and RECOMMENDATIONS have 
been adopted by the Chiangmai Conference ;

PREAMBLE

Contemporary co-operative organizations should be perceived 
as economic enterprises operating in a new socio-economic 
environment. Cooperatives must project a distinct corporate 
identity to ensure the same acceptance and support as public 
and state enterprises. As such, the corporate philosophy, 
culture and business practices of co-operatives must represent 
a unique set of values in the competitive marketplace. The 
S tatem ent o f the C o-operative  Iden tity  as adopted by the ICA 
Centennial Congress in Manchester in 1995 provides the best 
guidepost fo r the creation of such a model.



It is therefore incumbent upon the co-operative movements and 
their respective governments to have a clear and common 
understanding of the Co-operative Identity to better promote 
genuine co-operatives in the changing marketplace. Emphasis 
must be given to the right of members-cum-users to raise and 
control their own internal resources in an economic and efficient 
manner, to optimize services to members, to empower members 
to participate actively, and to introduce a cost-effective and 
quality-conscious management approach. Their organizational 
structures must be flexible enough to enable them to diversify 
the entrepreneurial activities to capture new emerging ventures 
and as such to secure a special niche in the marketplace. To 
facilitate the needed transformation governments must be 
willing to reform existing policies and modify legislative 
arrangements in order to empower co-operatives to become 
more competitive.

Towards this end, a series of activities have been undertaken by 
the ICA ROAP and its member organizations in close 
consultation with corresponding governments in this region. A 
critical study on “Co-operative Legislation and Competitive 
Strength” was undertaken by an expert team. This indepth study 
provides an analytical overview on some of the strength and 
drawbacks arising from current government policies on co­
operative development, and suggested innovative ways for 
cooperatives to advocate policy development strategies with 
governments using the existing platform, namely the Regional 
C onsu lta tion  and M in isteria l C onfe rences. Inasmuch as the 
study gave sharp focus to Co-operative Banking and Financial 
Intermediation, as well as to Agri-business Co-operatives, two 
successive Symposia were conducted on these sectors as well. 
In addition to the Study and the two Symposia, a region wide 
survey was also conducted by ICA ROAP to determine the 
extent to which actions have been undertaken by both ICA 
member countries and their respective governments as follow up 
of the Third M inisters’ Conference in Colombo.

All the above activities led to the Regional C onsu lta tion  held in 
Yangon, Myanmar, from December 2 to 6, 1996, attended by 39 
delegates from 17 countries in Asia and the Pacific, and 21 
observers from Canada and Myanmar, who adopted a



Resolution that was presented and discussed at the Fourth  
A s ia -P ac ific  C onference o f C o-opera tive  M in isters on “ C o­
ope ra tives  in a C hanging S oc io -E conom ic  E n v ironm en t” , 
held in Chiangmai from March 18 to 22, 1997. The Resolution 
adopted by the “Chiangm ai C onfe rence” is as follows :

RESOLUTION

On the basis of the above Preamble, and taking note of the 
results of the Regional Consultation held in Yangon, Myanmar, 
from December 3 to 6, 1996, the Fourth Asia Pacific Conference 
of Co-operative Ministers held in Chiangmai, Thailand, from 
March 18 to 22, 1997, resolves to adopt the following 
RECOMMENDATIONS :

1. FOR ICA AND ITS MEMBER COOPERATIVES

1.1 To identify other Government entities in member countries 
which play key roles in cooperative development and 
consider their representation in future dialogues.

1.2 To advocate among major multi-lateral agencies (e.g., 
ADB, the World Bank) the adoption of “Policy on 
Cooperatives” which should have a shared vision on 
accepted principles.

1.3 To ensure consistency in implementing the Statement of 
the Cooperative Identity as adopted by the ICA Centennial 
Congress in Manchester in 1995 given the following 
considerations:

1.3.1 the political and bureaucratic realities of the Region.
1.3.2 the pressures of competition due to trade 

globalization.
1.3.3 diversity of needs and impact of technology in 

operations.
1.3.4 rapid growth which could result in the erosion of 

cooperative values and principles, as well as favour 
full market orientation.



1.4 To promote sustainability of cooperatives, appropriate 
collaboration between the government and cooperatives 
should be ensured along the following areas:

1.4.1 service to members;
1.4.2 member education and information;
1.4.3 professional and efficient management;
1.4.4 cost and quality consciousness;
1.4.5 incorporation of the ICA Coop Identity Statem ent in 

Cooperative Legislation; and
1.4.6 support to cooperatives to enable them to adjust to 

global and open market economies, including fair 
access to capital.

1.5 To provide or advocate technical assistance (e.g., from 
cooperatives in developed economies) to the Regional 
country members’ apex organizations and cooperative 
training centers to enable them to cope with the diverse 
and specialized training needs of rapidly expanding 
cooperatives.

1.6 To continuously advocate for appropriate legislation and 
policies that will enable cooperatives to develop 
themselves as autonomous and democratic people-based 
associations, while preserving their true identity. The 
cooperative movement must seek methods of advocacy 
that are persuasive, appropriate, and done in the spirit of 
cooperation.

1.7 To avail o f government support and assistance in a manner 
that will consistently maintain the cooperatives’ attributes 
as self-help and self-re liant economic units.

1.8 To solidify its structural and financial base while 
maintaining the flexibility to mobilize the full potential and 
active participation of members, not just as passive 
“shareholders” but as concerned “stakeholders".

1.9 To further promote co-operative enterprises in areas such 
as insurance, trade, etc., for which national or international 
alliances could be promoted, preferably on a co-operative



to co-operative basis, in accordance with th^ fourth Co­
operative Principle of “Autonomy and Independence”.

1.10 To revitalise the ICA Banking and Financial Coops 
Committee in the Asia-Pacific region and fo r the said 
Committee to study the feasibility of a Regional Co­
operative Development Bank and draw the support of 
existing international financial institutions for coop 
development.

1.11 To consider education and training as a vital and strategic 
factor to ensure sustainable cooperative development. A 
network o f cooperative institutes and other centers of 
excellence must be created. The movement must take 
advantage of the vast educational experiences and 
systems already developed in selected member countries.

1.12 To commission a study on Cooperative Taxation schemes 
and recommend an appropriate tax treatment for 
cooperatives.

1.13 To identify potential exchanges and strategic alliances on 
trade and investment, technology transfer, jo in t projects 
and to commission a study on expanding trade among 
member organizations.

1.14 To develop and support an appropriate role for government 
by collating the Country Development Plans incorporating 
the role of cooperatives from the government of each 
member country. ICA, together with the member 
organizations will analyse the same for the purpose of 
making it consistent with the Cooperative Identity 
Statement and assisting the National Governments in 
ensuring the implementation of the Plans.

1.15 To strengthen collaborative efforts of the ICA with the 
United Nations, bilateral and multi-lateral funding 
agencies.

1.16 To enhance relations with government, private sector and 
selected social development organizations.

1.17 For the ICA and the Oceania-Pacific countries to discuss



ways of maximizing the participation of Oceania-Pacific 
National Cooperative Movements in ICA ROAP affairs and 
activities.

1.18 To monitor the progress of implementation of the 
recommendations adopted at the last three Cooperative 
Ministers’ Conferences, and to disseminate the results 
to member organizations periodically.

2. FOR GOVERNMENT AUTHORITIES

2.1 To advocate for and ensure a Common understanding of 
the Cooperative Identity Statement among government 
agencies which play key roles in cooperative development.

2.2 To formulate laws and policies consistent with the 
Cooperative Identity Statement.

2.3 To advocate for macro and sectoral policies and programs 
deemed vital to the development and competitiveness of 
cooperatives.

2.4 As Agricultural Cooperatives play an important role in 
national development, the ICA urges National Govern­
ments to:

2.4.1 support agricultural cooperatives as they play an 
active role in agri-business;

2.4.2 give priority to farmer cooperatives in the agri­
business industry by providing:

2.4.2.1 concessionary loans based upon business 
feasibility;

2.4.2.2 infrastructure, research and development and 
other pre-conditions of agri-business in the public 
domain;

2.4.2.3 concessions on imports of technology relating to 
agri-business;

2.4.2.4 education and training relating to business 
operations;



2.4.2.5 regulatory conditions to ensure a free and fair 
market;

2.4.2.6 fair price policies; and

2.4.2.7 otherwise, make it possible for cooperatives to 
adjust to global and open market economies.

2.5. The Conference also urges national governments to :

2.5.1 ensure that cooperatives or small and medium 
industries are not disadvantaged by industry 
and trade regulations;

2.5.2 abolish multi-level taxation on cooperatives in 
countries where co-operatives are taxed^>;

2.5.3 extend to cooperatives incentives and conces­
sions granted to the private and public sectors;

2.5.4 withdraw assistance to cooperatives, if such 
withdrawal is necessary, gradually rather than 
abruptly;

2.5.5 recognize cooperatives as partners in regional 
accords and agreements regarding cooperative 
business;

2.5.6 In case of change of ownership o f co-operative 
shares, consideration should be given to the 
possible re-evaluation because of the changing 
value of the co-operative shares, and that a 
provision to that effect should be made in the co­
operative law; and

2.5.7 in countries where co-operatives are taxed, and 
before tax exemption is granted, appropriate

While there was agreement that co-operatives should pay income 
tax, there was also a consensus that governments need to consult 
with the co-operatives to determine that if  the co-operative pay 
income tax then members should not be paying income tax on their 
respective dividends, or on paying value added taxes on sales, and 
any other taxes.



policies should be created so that some or all of 
income derived from taxation of co-ops, if there is 
any, be used for re-investment in co-operatives, 
for the development of new co-operatives, for the 
promotion of Human Resource Development in 
co-operatives, and for other sim ilar purposes.

2.6 Allow cooperatives to invest surplus funds in other 
countries, particularly through jo in t ventures with coopera­
tives in those countries.

2.7 To call on the governments to allocate funds from their 
o ffi'ia l development assistance budgets to support ICA 
development activities and to promote co-operatives in 
developing countries.

3. GENDER AND DEVELOPMENT

For Governments at all levels and Co-operatives to ;

3.1 review, identify and eliminate all legislation, regulations 
and policies which hinder the full participation and 
leadership of women in leadership roles in cooperatives.

3.2 create and provide training opportunities to ensure that 
gender issues in cooperatives are properly recognized by 
government officials, cooperative members and leaders.

3.3 set up gender disaggregated data base and carry out 
proper gender analysis in collaboration with ICA and other 
partner organizations.

3.4 allocate funds fo r gender and women’s activities such as 
data collection and training (e.g., gender sensitivity 
training, women leadership training, wom en’s entrepre­
neurship development programmes, etc.) where such 
funds do not yet exist.

3.5 create a conducive environment in which women could 
gain access to, and control over, resources - such as 
credit business opportunties - within the co-operative.

10



4. SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

4.1 To call upon cooperatives to establish strategic alliances 
among themselves and with government agencies for the 
purpose o f :

(i) sharing o f research information and resources, and 
technology;

(ii) working towards creating public awareness on
ecosystem management, sustainable livelihood and 
food security;

(iii) providing incentives for labour contribution to
sustainabledevelopment; and

(iv) introducing environmental accounting and other
measures for development projects, including en­
trepreneurial activities.

4.2 To call upon governments at all levels to pursue poverty 
alleviation programmes following the “principle of sustain­
able development”**

4.3 To call upon co-operatives to take appropriate steps to 
pursue the principle of sustainable development as part of 
“concern for community,” which is the seventh coopera­
tive principle.

4.4 To encourage cooperatives and governments at all levels 
to pursue green consumerism <tnd fa ir trading practices.

Sustainable development is defined as development that “meets the 
needs of the present without compromising the ability of future 
generation to meet their own needs”.

11



CONFERENCE AGENDA AND PROGRAMME

18th March 1997, Tuesday

1500-1800

Arrival of Hon’ble Ministers, Cooperative 
Leaders and Conference delegates in 
Chiangmai.

Registration of Participants

19th March 1997, Wednesday 

1000-1100 Inaugural Session

1100-1120

1120-1200

Welcome address by the Hon’ble Shucheep 
Hansaward, M inister of Agriculture and 
Cooperatives.

Welcome and greetings from the Director- 
General of ICA, Mr. Bruce Thordarson.

W e lco m e  a d d re ss  by Mr. B.S. 
Vishwanathan, Chairman of ICA ROAP 
Executive Council.

Greetings by ILO on behalf of international 
organisations.

Award presentation ceremony to Mr. G.K. 
Sharma.

Report on the Conference by Regional 
Director of ICA ROAP, Mr. Robby Tulus.

Inaugural address by His Excellency 
Sukavich Rangsitpol, Dy. Prime Minister of 
Thailand.

O fficial Opening of Cooperative Exhibition 

Tea/Coffee Break

12



1200-1300 Working Session-1

Welcome address by the Chairman of 
Cooperative League of Thailand.

Agenda Item-1

Election of Conference Chairman 

Agenda Item-2

Election of Drafting Committee 

Agenda Item-3

Adoption of Conference Procedures and 
Conference Agenda

Agenda Item-4

Report from the ICA ROAP Secretariat on 
follow-up steps taken since the Third 
Conference held in Colombo 1994.

1300-1400 Lunch Break

1400-1430 Agenda Item-4 (contd.)

Working Session-li

1400-1445 "The Role of Cooperatives in Food Security" 
by Mr. Churll Hee Won.

1445-1530 "The Cooperative Scene in Asia & the Pacific
- a Joint Statement by Member Organisations 
of ICA ROAP" by Mr. Robby Tulus.

1530-1600 Tea/Coffee Break

1600-1730 Agenda Item-5

“Review of Cooperative Development Situa­
tion in the Region in light of the recommenda­
tions of the Third Conference held in Colombo 
1994”.

- Presentation of Country Statements (10 
minutes each).

13



1830 Dinner/Cultural Show hosted by the Royal 
Thai Government at W estin Chiangmai Hotel.

20th March 1997, Thursday

W ork ing  Session-Ill 

0900-1000 Presentation of Country Statements (contd.)

1000-1030 Tea/Coffee Break

1030-1230 Presentation of Country Statements (contd.)

1230-1400 Lunch Break

W ork ing  Session-IV  

1400-1500 Presentation of Country Statements (contd.)

1500-1530 Tea/Coffee Break

1530-1730 Statements by International Organizations.

1830 Dinner hosted by the Cooperative League of
Thailand and Cooperative Federations at
W estin Chiangmai Hotel.

21st March 1997, Friday

W ork ing  Session-V

Agenda Item 6

0900-1030 W ork Group on Recommendations 1 = ICA &
Member Co-operatives.

W ork Group on Recommendations 2 =
Government.

W ork Group on Recommendations 3 =
Thematic Issues.

1030-1100 Tea/Coffee Break

1100-1230 Discussions on Work Group Results.
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1230-1330 Lunch Break

Drafting Committee in Session

1330-1700 Study Visits to Huai Hong Khrai Royal
Development Study Center.

1830 Reception/Cultural Show hosted by the Bank
for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives
at Westin Chiangmai Hotel.

22nd March 1997, Saturday

Working Session-VI

Agenda Item-70900-1000

1000-1030

1030-1045

1045-1100

1100-1200

Afternoon

Adoption of Conference Conclusions and 
Recommendations.

Tea/Coffee Break

Agenda Item-8

Consideration of Venue and Dates for the 5th 
Conference.

Agenda Item-9

Vote of Thanks to the Hosts, Participating 
Countries and International Organisations.

Closing Ceremony

Free time and departures.

15



LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

BRUNEI 01 Dato Paduka Haji Danial bin Haji Hanafiah 
Permanent Secretary
Ministry of Industry and Primary Resources 
Jalan Menteri Besar, Brunei Darussalam.

02 Haji Razali bin Mohd Yusof 
Acting Director
Brunei Industrial Development Authority 
M inistry of Industry and Primary Resources 
Jalan Menteri Besar, Brunei Darussalam.

03 Haji Abd Ghaffar bin P.M Haji Naim 
Accountant
Brunei Industrial Development Authority 
M inistry of Industry and Primary Resources 
Jalan Menteri Besar, Brunei Darussalam.

CHINA 04 Hon’ble Mu Li
(on behalf of the Government of China) 
Vice President (Vice Minister)
All China Federation of Supply and 
Marketing Cooperatives (ACFSMC)
45, Fu Xing Men Nei Street,
Beijing-100801, China.

05 Mr. Yang Deshou
Vice President, Supervisory Committee, 
ACFSMC, 45, Fu Xing Men Nei Street, 
Beijing-100801, China.

06 Mr. Jiao Tianli
Director, International Coopn Department 
ACFSMC, 45, Fu Xing Men Nei Street, 
Beijing-100801, China.
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07 Mr. Meng Zhuo 
Division Chief 
ACFSMC,
45, Fu Xing Men Nei Street,
Beijing-100801, China.

08 Mr. Rong Jun
Division Chief, International Coopn Dept. 
ACFSMC,
Fu Xing Men Nei Street,
Beijing-100801, China.

09 Mr. Wen Chunhui
Interpreter, International Cooperation Dept 
ACFSMC,
45, Fu Xing Men Nei Street,
Beijing-100801, China.

FIJI 10 Hon’ble Berenado Vunibobo
Minister for Finance & Economic 
Development
P.O. Box 2212, Government Buildings, 
Suva, Fiji.

11 Mr. K.B. Matalau
Chairman, Fiji Cooperative Union Limited 
Vanua House, 5th floor, P.O. Box 2356, 
Government Buildings, Suva, Fiji.

12 Mr. S.R. Naiduki
Acting Registrar of Cooperatives 
Cooperative Department 
P.O. Box 2356, Government Buildings, 
Suva, Fiji.

INDIA 13 Mr. B.S. Vishwanathan
President
National Cooperative Union of India
3, Siri Institutional Area, Khel Gaon Marg 
New Delhi-110016, India.
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14 Mr. J.P. Singh 
Managing Director
National Coop Development Corporation
4, Siri Institutional Area,
New Delhi-110016, India.

15 Mr. B.D. Sharma 
Chief Executive
National Cooperative Union of India
3, Siri Institutional Area, Khel Gaon Marg 
New Delhi-110016, India.

16 Dr. S.S. Sisodia 
Chairman
National Federation of Urban Coop Banks & 
Credit Societies Ltd.
B-14, 3rd Floor, ‘A ’ Block Shopping Complex 
Naraina Vihar, Ring Road,
New Delhi 110 028, India

17 Mr. K. Sivadasan Nair 
Chairman
National Coop Agriculture & Rural Develop­
ment Banks Federation 
“Takshila” (2nd & 3rd floors), Madhavdas 
Pasta Road, Near Chitra Cinema, 
Dadar(East), Bombay-400014.

18 Mr. K.K, Ravindran 
O fficer on Special Duty
National Coop Agri. & Rural Development 
Banks Federation
“Takshila” (2nd & 3rd floors), Madhavdas 
Pasta Road, Near Chitra Cinema, 
Dadar(East), Bombay-400014.

19 Mr. K. Srinivasa Gowda 
Chairman
Krishak Bharati Cooperative Ltd.
A-10, Sector 1, Noida-201301, India.



20 Mr. S.C. Kulakshetra
Senior General Manager (P&A)
Krishak Bharati Cooperative Ltd.
A-10, Sector 1, Noida-201301, India.

21 Mr. Indu Bhushan
Executive Director (Personnel & Admn.) 
Indian Farmers Fertiliser Cooperative Ltd. 
34, Nehru Place, New Delhi-110019, India.

22 Mr. Gopal N. Saxena
Chief Manager (Coop Services)
IFFCO, 34, Nehru Place,
New Delhi-110019, India.

23 Mr. L.N. Suri 
General Manager 
Kendriya Bhandar
Pushpa Bhawan Madangir Road 
New Delhi-110065, India.

24 Mr. Faiz Mohammad Khan 
Manager
Shoe Makers Cooperative
9-B, Malipura, Bhopal (M.P). India.

25 Mr. D.P. Dubey 
Managing Director 
Handloom Apex Cooperative 
Jabalpur (M.P), India.

26 Mr. Vithoba Dhakate 
Manager
Regional Handloom Coop Federation 
Saunsar (M.P.), India.

27 Mr. M.K. Saxena 
Manager (Exports)
Handicraft Development Corporation Ltd. 
HSVN, Bhopal (MP), India.
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INDONESIA 28 Prof Dr. Soeharto Prawirokusumo
Dy. M inister of Coops & Small Enterprises 
Directorate General of Research & 
Development
Jl. HR Rasuma Said, Jakarta, Indonesia.

29 Mr, Mohamad Yahya Suryanagara 
Chairman (Education and R&D)
Dewan Koperasi Indonesia (Dekopin)
Jl Let Jen S. Parman Kav. 80.
“W isma Koperasi” , Jakarta-11420, 
Indonesia.

30 Mr. Ibnoe Soedjono 
Advisor/Consultant 
Perumahan Koperasi No.3
Jl. Prof. Supomo SH, Jakarta Selatan, 
Indonesia.

31 Mr. Berbudi Tjokrowinoto 
Secretary General
Dewan Koperasi Indonesia (DEKOPIN)
Jl Let Jen S. Parman Kav. 80.
“W isma Koperasi” ,
Jakarta-11420, Indonesia.

32 Mr. Djabaruddin Djohan
Dewan Koperasi Indonesia (Dekopin)
Jl Let Jen S. Parman Kav. 80.
“W isma Koperasi” ,
Jakarta-11420, Indonesia.

33 Dr. Muhammad Taufiq
Director of the Centre for Cooperative
Research & Development
Ministry of Coops & Small Enterprises
Development
Jl. HR Rasuma Said,
Jakarta. Indonesia.
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34 Ms. Lene Ostergaard 
Project Coordinator 
Cooperative Centre Denmark 
Ji. Cisatu 193, Bandung-40142, Indonesia.

IRAN 35 Hon’ble Gholam-Reza Shafei
Minister of Cooperatives 
Ministry of Cooperatives
# 16, Bozorgmehr Street, Tehran, Iran.

36 Mr. Mohammad Jafar Dorudi 
Counsellor
Embassy of Iran in Thailand
602 Sukhumit Road-10110, Bangkok.

37 Mr. Mohamad Reza Vezvaei 
M inister’s Consultant 
Ministry of Cooperatives
# 16, Bozorgmehr Street, Tehran, Iran.

38 Mr. Mohamad Reza Motavassely 
Senior Expert
Ministry of Cooperatives
# 16, Bozorgmehr Street, Tehran, Iran.

39 Mr. Mohamad Hossan Azimizadeh 
Managing Director,
Teachers ‘ Union Coop 
Ministry of Cooperatives
# 16, Bozorgmehr Street, Tehran, Iran.

ISRAEL 40 Hon’ble Amir Peretz 
Member of Parliament 
Head of Histadrut & Head of Central Coop 
Bet Hashoeva-174, Shderot, Israel.

41 Mr. Uri Seligmann
Registrar of Cooperative Societies
Ministry of Labour
Mekor Haim 35, Jerusalem, Israel.
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42 Dr. Yehuda Paz Ginguild 
ICA Board Member 
Kibbotz Kissufim,
D.N. Negev-85130, Israel.

43 Mr. Menahem Izhak
Chairman, Central Union of Cooperative 
Alupaz Zahai 46 Holon, Israel.

JAPAN 44 Hon’^le Minao Hattori
StaJre Secretary for Agriculture,
Forestry & Fisheries
Ministry o f Agriculture, Forestry & Fisheries 
1-2-1, Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku,
Tokyo, Japan.

45 Mr. Mutsutami Harada 
President
Central Union of Agricultural Coops 
(JA-Zenchu)
8-3, 1-chome, Otemachi,
Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo-100, Japan,

46 Mr. Hisashi Tanaka 
Vice President
Japanese Consumers Cooperative 
Union (JCCU)
Seikyo-Kaikan, 4-1-13, Sendagaya, 
Shibuya-ku. Tokyo, Japan.

47 Mr. Hiroshi Kohno 
Executive Director
Central Union of Agricultural Coops 
8-3, 1-chome, Otemachi,
Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo-100, Japan.

48 Mr. Kaoru Katagiri 
Secretary to the State Secretary 
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry & Fisheries 
1-2-1, Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku,
Tokyo, Japan.
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49 Mr. Norio Sato
Director, Agricultural Coops Division 
Economic Affairs Bureau 
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry & Fisheries 
1-2-1, Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku,
Tokyo, Japan.

50 Mr. Osamu Hirokawa
Deputy Director, Technical Cooperation 
Division, Economic Affairs Bureau 
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry & Fisheries 
1-2-1, Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku,
Tokyo, Japan.

51 Mr. Akira Kurimoto
Manager, International Department 
Japanese Consumers Cooperative Union 
Seikyo-Kaikan, 4-1-13, Sendagaya, 
Shibuya-ku, Tokyo, Japan.

52 Mr. Nobuyuki Kohashi 
General Manager,
Agricultural Policy Department 
Central Union of Agricultural Coops 
8-3, 1-chome, Otemachi,
Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo-100, Japan.

53 Mr. Masahiro Matsuda 
Manager, International Department 
Central Union of Agricultural Coops 
(JA-Zenchu)
8-3, 1-chome, Otemachi,
Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo-100, Japan.

54 Mr. Masahiro Higa 
Secretary to President
Central Union of Agricultural Coops 
(JA-Zenchu)
8-3, 1-chome, Otemachi,
Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo-100, Japan.
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JORDAN

55 Mr. Mitsuhiro Maeda
Staff, International Department 
Central Union of Agricultural Coops 
8-3, 1-chome, Otemachi,
Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo-100, Japan.

56 Mr. Y. Nakaoka 
Managing Director
The Institute for the Development of 
Agricultural Cooperation in Asia (IDACA), 
4771, Aihara-cho, Machida-shi 
Tokyo 194-02, Japan.

57 Ms. Eiko Ohshita 
Programme Coordinator
IDACA, 4771, Aihara-cho, Machida-shi 
Tokyo 194-02, Japan.

58 Mr. Ryuji Shimojo 
First Secretary
Embassy of Japan in Thailand 
1674 New Petchburi Road,
Bangkok, Thailand.

59 Mr. Bassem G.Khatib 
Director of Local Council
Ministry of Municipal & Rural Affairs & 
the Environment
P.O. Box 1454, Amman-11118, Jordan.

KOREA 60 Mr. Churll-Hee Won 
Chairman & President 
National Agricultural Coop Federation 
75-1-ka, Chungjeong ro,Jung-ku 
Seoul-100 707, Republic o f Korea.

61 Mr. Shil-Kwan Lee
Director General, International Coopn Office 
National Agricultural Coop Federation 
75-1-ka, Chungjeong ro,Jung-ku 
Seoul-100 707, Republic of Korea.
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62 Mr. Tack-Ho Song
Manager, International Cooperation Office 
National Agricultural Coop Federation 
75-1-ka, Chungjeong ro,Jung-ku 
Seoul-100 707, Republic of Korea.

63 Mr. Si-Hyung Jo
Economist, International Cooperation Office 
National Agricultural Coop Federation 
75-1-ka, Chungjeong ro,Jung-ku 
Seoul-100 707, Republic of Korea.

KUWAIT 64 Hon’bie Khalied Al-Kileeb
Minister of Social Affairs and Labour 
Ministry of Social A ffairs and Labour 
P.O. Box 563, Safat-13006, Kuwait.

65 Mr. Mohamad Al-Kandari
Under Secretary for Cooperative Affairs 
Ministry of Social Affairs and Labour 
P.O. Box 563, Safat-13006, Kuwait.

66 Mr. Al Jarki Mohammad Ali 
Manager
Ministry of Social Affairs and Labour 
P.O. Box 563, Safat-13006, Kuwait.

67 Mr. Al-Awadi Farid 
General Manager
Union of Consumer Cooperative Societies 
P.O.Box 1836, Sanaa Street,
Safat 13019, Kuwait.

68 Mr. Ali Al-Mulla
Chief of Public Relations 
Ministry of Social Affairs and Labour 
P.O. Box 563, Safat-13006, Kuwait.

69 Mr. Naser Yussef Abed Al-Karim 
Investigator,M inistry of Social Affairs/Labour 
P.O. Box 563, Safat-13006, Kuwait.
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MALAYSIA 70 Hon’ble Dr. Goh Cheng Teik
Dy. M inister of Land & Coop Development 
Ministry of Land & Cooperative Development 
10th Floor, Wisma Tanah, Jalan Semarak, 
50574-Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

71 Haji Sulaiman Khan 
Deputy Secretary Generai
Ministry of Land & Cooperative Development 
12th Floor, Wisma Tanah, Jalan Semarak, 
50574-Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

72 Dato Syed Sidi Idid 
Director General
Department of Cooperative Development 
6th-7th Floor, Block ‘A ’, W isma Semantan 
12, Jalan Gelenggang, Bukit Damansara 
50608-Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

73 Haji Shuib bin Ismail
Director of Extension Service Division 
Department of Cooperative Development 
6th-7th Floor, Block ‘A ’, W isma Semantan 
12, Jalan Gelenggang, Bukit Damansara 
50608-Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

74 Mr. Azizan bin Abdul Ghani
Director of Corporate Planning Division 
Department of Cooperative Development 
6th-7th Floor, Block 'A ’, W isma Semantan 
12, Jalan Gelenggang, Bukit Damansara 
50608-Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

75 Dr. Mohd. Ali Hj. Baharum 
Vice President
National Coop Organisation of Malaysia 
(ANGKASA)
No. 7, Lorong 51A/227A, P.O. Box 393, 
46740-Petaling Jaya,
Selangor, Malaysia.
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76 Hj. Mahmud bin Yusof 
General Manager
National Coop Organisation of Malaysia 
(ANGKASA)
No. 7, Lorong 51A/227A, P.O. Box 393, 
46740-Petaling Jaya, Selangor, Malaysia.

77 Ms. Armi Hj. Zainuddin 
Director
Cooperative College of Malaysia 
103, Jalan Templer, Peti Surat-60 
Petaling Jaya, Malaysia.

78 Hj Hassan Basri bin Abdul Karim 
Director
National Coop Organisation of Malaysia 
(ANGKASA)
No. 7, Lorong 51A/227A, P.O. Box 393, 
46740-Petaling Jaya, Selangor, Malaysia.

79 H jZu lk ifli b inY uso ff 
Director
National Coop Organisation of Malaysia 
(ANGKASA)
No. 7, Lorong 51A/227A, P.O. Box 393, 
46740-Petaling Jaya, Selangor, Malaysia.

MONGOLIA 80 Mr. G. Myanganbayar 
Chairman
Central Union of Mongolian Consumers
Cooperatives
20, Sukhbataar District,
Ulaanbaator, Mongolia.

81 Mr. S. Jargal
Director of “Zorigt”
do. Central Union of Mongolian Consumers
Cooperatives
20, Sukhbataar District,
Ulaanbaator, Mongolia.
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MYANMAR 82 Hon’ble Than Aung
Minister of Cooperatives 
Government of the Union of Myanmar 
No. 259/263, Bogyol<e Aung San Street 
Yangon, Myanmar,

83 Mr. Win Sein 
Chairman
Central Cooperative Society
334-336 Strand Road, Yangon, Myanmar.

84 Mr. Myint Swe
Deputy Director, Coop Department 
No.259/263, Bogyoke Aung San Street 
Yangon, Myanmar.

85 Mr. Myint Thein 
Chairman
Trading and Services Coop Ltd.
No.15, Nawaday Road, Dagon,
Yangon, Myanmar.

NEPAL 86 Mr. Pradhumna Bikram Shah 
Charge d’ Affairs
Royal Nepal Embassy in Thailand 
189 Sukhumvit Soi-71,
Bangkok-10110, Thailand.

87 Mr, Shanta Raj Sharma 
Managing Director
National Cooperative Federation Ltd, 
Subidhanagar, Teenkune,
P.O. Box 11859 
Kathmandu, Nepal.

88 Mr. Kul Chandra Adhikari 
Board Member
National Cooperative Federation Ltd. 
Subidhanagar, Teenkune,
P.O. Box 11859 
Kathmandu, Nepal.
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89

PAKISTAN 90

Mr. Dhruba Nath Khanal 
Board Member
National Cooperative Federation Ltd. 
Subidhanagar, Teenkune, P.O. Box 11859 
Kathmandu, Nepal.

Mr. Bashir Ahmed Siddiqui 
Chairman
Sind Govt Employees Coop Housing Society 
61-B, Block 13-D, Gulshan-E-Iqbal 
Karachi-47, Pakistan.

91 Mr. Usaf Zai Taseer 
Secretary
Sind Govt Employees Coop Housing Society 
61-B, Block 13-D, Gulshan-E-lqbal 
Karachi-47, Pakistan.

92 Ms. Nargis Rashid 
Executive Member
Sind Govt Employees Coop Housing Society 
61-B, Block 13-D, Gulshan-E-lqbal, 
Karachi-47, Pakistan.

93 Mr. Nazir Ahmed Siddiqui 
Director
Sind Govt Employees Coop Housing Society 
61-B, Block 13-D, Gulshan-E-lqbal 
Karachi-47, Pakistan.

PHILIPPINES 94 Dr. Luis R. Carrilo 
President
National Confederation of Cooperatives 
227, JP Rizal Street, Project 4 
1109 Quezon City, Philippines.

95 Mr. Ernesto C. Galenzoga 
Vice President
MASS-SPECC Coop Development Centre
Tiano-Yacapin Street
Cagayan de Oro City, Philippines.
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96

SINGAPORE 97

98

SRI LANKA 99

Mr, Guillermo P. Cua 
Philippine Coop/Agrarian Sector 
in the Board of Trustee 
Land Bank of the Philippines 
319, Gil Puyat Avenue,
Makati City, Philippines.

Mr. Tan Kin Lian
(on behalf of the Government of Singapore) 
Chairman
Singapore National Cooperative Federation 
510, Thomson Road, #12-02, SLF Building 
Singapore-298135.

Mr. S. Moganaruban 
1st Deputy Chairman
Singapore National Cooperative Federation 
510, Thomson Road, #12-02, SLF Building 
Singapore-298135,

Mr. Lionel Samarasinghe 
President
National Cooperative Council of Sri Lanka 
455 Galle Road,
P.O. Box 1469 
Colombo-3, Sri Lanka.

100 Mr. A.M. Madduma Banda 
Director (Education & Training)
National Cooperative Council o f Sri Lanka 
455 Galle Road,
Colombo-3, Sri Lanka.

101 Mr. N.A. Obadage 
Permanent Secretary
Ministry of Cooperatives, Provincial 
Councils, Local Government and 
Indigenous Medicine 
330 Union Place,
Colombo-2, Sri Lanka.
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102 Mr. Udaya Ranjith Seneviratne 
Principal
School of Cooperation 
Polgolia, Kandy, Sri Lanka.

103 Mr. D.A. Amarasinghe 
Board Member
Federation of Thrift & Credit Coop Societies 
12, Edmonton Road,
Colombo-6, Sri Lanka.

104 Mr. R,M. Karunarathna 
Director
Federation of Thrift & Credit Coop Societies
12, Edmonton Road,
Colombo-6, Sri Lanka.

TONGA 105 Mr. Harris J. William 
Permanent Secretary 
(Representative of Government of Tonga) 
Ministry of Labour, Commerce, Industries & 
Cooperatives
Post Box 110, Nuku’Alofa, Tonga.

106 Mr. Amanaki Paea
General Manager/Secretary 
Tonga Cooperative Federation Ltd.
P.O. Box 1272, Nuku’Alofa, Tonga.

THAILAND 107 Hon’ble Shucheep Hansaward
Minister of Agriculture and Cooperatives, 
Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives 
Rajadamnern Avenue 
Bangkok-10200, Thailand.

108 Hon'ble Sampao Prachuabmoh
Dy Minister of Agriculture & Cooperatives 
Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives, 
Rajadamnern Avenue 
Bangkok-10200, Thailand.
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109 Mr. Narong Chuprakop 
Chairman
Cooperative League of Thailand
13, Pichai Road, Dusit 
Bangkok-10300, Thailand.

110 Ms. Peerarat Aungurarat 
Director General
Cooperative Promotion Department 
Krung Kasem Road, Theves 
Bangkok-10200, Thailand.

111 Mrs. Manit Kamolvej 
Deputy Director General 
Cooperative Promotion Department 
Krung Kasem Road, Theves 
Bangkok-10200, Thailand

112 Miss Sunee Tangnaikoonatum 
Senior Accounting System Specialist 
Cooperative Auditing Department 
Krung Kasem Road, Theves 
Bangkok-10200, Thailand

113 Mrs. Suv(/anna Jearanaikul 
Senior Auditing Specialist 
Cooperative Auditing Department 
Krung Kasem Road, Theves 
Bangkok-10200, Thailand

114 Mr. Ennu Suesuwan 
Deputy Manager
Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Coops 
Nakornsawan Road,
Bangkok-10200, Thailand

115 Mr. W eerasak Sirikul 
Director, Special Activity Division
Bank of Agriculture and Agricultural Coops 
Nakornsawan Road,
Bangkok-10200, Thailand
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116 Dr. Pichai Chansuparin 
Chairman
Federation of Saving and Credit Coops of 
Thailand Ltd.
W ongsawang Road,
Bangkok-10800, Thailand

117 Dr. Somporn Rodanant 
Chairman
Klongtoey Community Development Credit 
Union Cooperatives 
Bangkok, Thailand

118 Dr. Adul Srithep 
Cooperative League of Thailand
13 Pichai Road, Dusit 
Bangkok-10300, Thailand

119 Mr. Yoo Samanmit 
Chairman
Pimai Agricultural Cooperative Ltd.
Pimai District, Nakornratchsima Province 
Thailand.

VIETNAM 120 Hon’ble Ngothe Dan 
Vice Minister
Ministry of Agriculture & Rural Development 
2, Ngoc Ha Street, Hanoi, Vietnam.

121 Mr. Nguyen Yan Nghiem 
Expert
Ministry of Agriculture & Rural Development 
2, Ngoc Ha Street,
Hanoi, Vietnam

122 Mr. Nguyen Ty 
Vice President
Vietnam Cooperatives Union 
77, Nguyen Thai Hoc Street 
Hanoi, Vietnam.
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123 Mrs. Nguyen Thi Loan 
Vice Director
Mass Organisation and Personnel Dept. 
Vietnam Cooperatives Union 
77, Nguyen Thai Hoc Street,
Hanoi, Vietnam.

124 Mrs. Le My Pho 
Vice Director
International Economic Relations Dept. 
Vietnam Cooperatives Union 
77, Nguyen Thai Hoc Street,
Hanoi, Vietnam.

INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS

ACCU 125 Mr. Ranjith Hettiarachchi
General Manager
Association of Asian Confederation of Credit 
Unions (ACCU)
36/2, Moo 3, Soi Malee Suanson 
Ramkhamhaeng Road, Bangkapi 
Bangkok-10240, Thailand.

AARRO 126 Mr. Ahmed A. Khalil
Secretary General
Afro Asian Rural Reconstruction Organisa­
tion (AARRO)
No.2, State Guest House Complex 
Chanakyapuri,
New Delhi-110021, India.

ILO 127 Mr. Mark Levin
Coopnet Programme Coordinator 
International Labour Organisation 
Cooperative Branch, 4, route des Morillons 
CH-1211, Geneva-22, Switzerland.
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128 Mr. Sam Mshiu
Regional Coordinator fo r Africa 
ILO Coopnet/Coopreform 
Room -316, Kahawa House 
P.O. Box 946, Moshi, Tanzania.

129 Ms. Anne-Brit Nippierd 
Coop Consultant
International Labour Organisation
4, route des Morillons 
CH-1211, Geneva-22, Switzerland.

130 Mr. K.K. Taimni
Regional Coordinator for Asia-Pacific 
ILO-COOPNET Programme 
Vasantdada Sugar Institute 
Manjari (BK), Tal Haveli,
Pune-412307, India.

131 Mr. Ejvind Mogensen 
International Labour Organisation
South Asia Multidisciplinary Advisory Team 
(SAAT)
India Habitat Centre, Theatre Court,
3rd Floor, Lodi Road,
New Delhi-110003, India.

FAO 132 Mr. Soetatwo Hadiwigeno
Asst Director General/Regional 
Representative
FAO Regional Office for Asia & the Pacific 
Maliwan Mansion, 39 Phra Atit Road 
Bangkok-10200, Thailand

133 Mr. Wim Polman
Regional Rural Development Officer 
FAO Regional Office for Asia & the Pacific 
Maliwan Mansion, 39 Phra Atit Road 
Bangkok-10200, Thailand.
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CCA 134 Mr. Orval Sorken
President
United Farmers of Alberta Cooperatives Ltd 
P.O. Box 360
Sexsmith, Alberta. TON 3C 0, Canada.

135 Mr. Michael Casey
Country Programme Director 
Canadian Cooperative Association 
Jl. Petogogan 1/16A 
Jakarta-12140, Indonesia.

DID 136 Mr. Pierre Emond
Vice President (Programmes) 
Developpement International Desjardins 
150, Avenue des Commandeurs 
Levis (Quebec), Canada G6V 6P8.

ACO 137 Mr. J.K. Lumunon
Secretary General 
Asean Cooperative Organisation 
Jl Let Jen S. Parman Kav. 80.
“W isma Koperasi” ,
Jakarta-11420, Indonesia

ICA HO 138 Mr. Bruce Thordarson
Director Genera!
International Cooperative Alliance 
15, route des Morillons,
CH-1218 Grand Saconnex,
Geneva, Switzerland.

139 Mr. Claes Thorselius 
Deputy Director General 
International Cooperative Alliance 
15, route des Morillons,
CH-1218 Grand Saconnex,
Geneva, Switzerland.
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140 Mr. Bjorn Genberg 
Development Director 
International Cooperative Alliance 
15, route des Morillons,
CH-1218 Grand Saconnex,
Geneva, Switzerland.

141 Mr, Jan-Eirik Imbsen
Dy. Development Director * 
International Cooperative Alliance 
15, route des Morillons,
CH-1218 Grand Saconnex,
Geneva, Sv\/itzerland.

ICA ROECSA 142 Mr. V.M. Lubasi 
Regional Director
ICA Regional Office for East, Central & 
Southern Africa 
Kahawa House,
P.O. Box - 946,
Moshi, Tanzania.

ICA ROWA 143 Mr. Ada S. Kibora 
Regional Director
ICA Regional Office for W est Africa 
Immeuble de la CAISTAB,
7th Floor, 01 BP 3969 
Abidjan-01, Ivory Coast.

ICA ROAM 144 Mr. Juan Diego Pacheco 
Regional Director
ICA Regional Office for the Americas 
Apartado 8-6310, Boulevar Rohrmoser 
250 Metros oeste de la Nunciatura 
1000-San Jose, Costa Rica.
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ICA ROAP ICA Regional Office for Asia & the Pacific
“Bonow House”, 43 Friends Colony (East) 
New Delhi-110065, India.

145 Drs. Robby Tuius 
Regional Director

146 Mr. G.K. Sharma
Senior Advisor to Director General

147 Dr. Daman Prakash 
Project Director (AGMT)

148 Mr. W.U. Herath 
Consumer/HRD Advisor

149 Mr. Guo Yong Kang
Agricultural Coop Development Advisor

150 Ms. Akiko Yamauchi 
Gender Advisor

151 Ms. Yukiko Yamamoto 
Gender Advisor

152 Dr. R.C. Dwivedi 
Consultant

153 Mr. Rajiv I.D. Mehta 
CICOPA Advisor

154 Mr. Prem Kumar 
Manager (Admn.)

155 Mr, K. Kukreja 
Finance Officer

156 Mr. K. Sethumadhavan 
Planning Officer
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157 Mr. P. Nair 
Project Secretary

158 Mr. A.K. Taneja 
Project Secretary
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